
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Interpretation available in English and German 

++Tea and coffee provided++ 
 

 
Follow-up of the meeting 

Please contact Delphine DUPEUX 

delphine.dupeux@elo.org 

+32(0)2 400 77 00 

www.elo.org/intergroup 

 

 
  

 

 

The European Landowners’ Organization (ELO), created in 1972, is 

a unique federation of national associations from the 28 EU Member 

States and beyond, which represents the interests of landowners, land 

managers and rural entrepreneurs at the European political level. 

Independent and non-profit making, the ELO is the only organisation 

able to stand for all rural entrepreneurs. Our aim is to promote a 

prosperous countryside through private property dynamism. In order 

to achieve all of this, we rely on the Organisation’s ability to bring 

together rural actors, NGOs and political decision makers at local, 

regional, national and European levels. In this way the voices and 

opinions of a large number of stakeholders from all over the EU can be 

heard. 

For more information please go to www.elo.org 

mailto:Delphine.dupeux@elo.org


 

Circular Economy for a new Agriculture 

27th of June 2016, 16:00 - 18:00  

Room JAN 6Q1 

European Parliament 

1. Welcome and Introduction by Karl-Heinz FLORENZ (5 minutes)  

 

2. Presentation by Janez POTOČNIK, (20 minutes) 

Chair of the RISE Foundation and the FFA 

 

3. Panel (40 minutes) 

 Janez POTOČNIK 

 Aldo LONGO, Director, DG Agriculture and Rural Development, EC 

 Mairead McGUINNESS, Member of the European Parliament 

 Nathaniel PAGE Founder, Director, ADEPT Foundation Romania 

 Rudolf TORNERHJELM, Landmanager,  Wrams Gunnarstorps Estate, 

Sweden 

 

4. Discussion (40 minutes)  

 

5. Conclusions (5 minutes)  

 

Interpretation: EN - DE 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Biodiversity, Hunting and Countryside 

Intergroup 

The Sustainable Hunting, Biodiversity, Countryside activities and 

Forestry Intergroup was created in 1985 and is one of the oldest 

and most active parliamentary platforms. It gathers MEPs from 

different political groups and various stakeholders promoting wildlife 

conservation, sustainable hunting and fishing, as well as the 

sustainable management of the countryside and cultural heritage.  

The objectives of the Intergroup are to promote the role of hunting 

and other forms of sustainable use of wild species for biodiversity, 

wildlife management, rural development and forestry issues. 

Additionally, the Intergroup regularly focuses on cross cutting issues 

that affect socio-economic activities in rural areas and seek to build 

bridges between the civil society and decision makers. 

Past debates and discussions have, for example, addressed issues 

such as forestry management, wildlife population, the future of EU 

water courses, the 2020 EU Biodiversity Strategy and other thematic 

related to Natura 2000. 

For the term 2014-2019, the Intergroup has been validated by 

European Parliament Conference of the Presidents and named the 

“Biodiversity, Hunting and Countryside Intergroup”. 

FACE (Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation of 

the EU) provides the Secretariat for the Intergroup since 1985. In 

2004, the ELO (European Landowners’ Organization) joined the 

Intergroup as Co-Secretariat, bringing expertise in countryside-

related topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair of the Intergroup 
 

Karl - Heinz FLORENZ is MEP and the President 

of the Intergroup Biodiversity, Hunting, and 

Countryside. He is an economist and agricultural 

master. He has been a Member of the European 

Parliament since 1989. He is a Member of the 

Committee on Environment, Public Health and 

Food Safety and was Chairman of this Committee 

from 2004 to 2007. He is also a substitute 

member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, 

Justice and Home Affairs, and was a rapporteur and a member of 

the former Temporary Committee on Climate Change. 
 

Keynote speaker 

Janez POTOĻNIK graduated from the Faculty of 

Economics at the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

(Ph.D. degree 1993). After a successful career 

starting in 1989 in Slovenia as a researcher at the 

Institute of Economic Research, Director of the 

Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and 

Development (1994), he was appointed Head of the Negotiating 

Team for the Accession of the Republic of Slovenia to the EU (1998). 

He was also Director of Government Office for European Affairs 

(2000), Minister Counselor at the Office of the Prime Minister (2001) 

and Minister responsible for European Affairs (2002). In 2004 he 

joined the European Commission, first as Shadow Commissioner for 

the Enlargement and then as Commissioner responsible for Science 

and Research. From 2010 until November 2014, he was 

Commissioner for Environment. He is now Co-Chair of the 

International Resource Panel at the UNEP and the Chair of the 

Forum for the Future of Agriculture as well as of the RISE 

Foundation. 



Biography of the Panelists 

Aldo LONGO  is Director responsible for "General 

aspects of rural development and research" at the 

European Commission, DG Agriculture and Rural 

Development. After graduating as an agronomist at 

the University of Naples, he started his career in 

the Cabinet of the Italian Minister for Agriculture. 

He joined the European Commission in 1984, 

holding a variety of positions of increasing responsibility. He has 

experience in all the main areas of the Common Agricultural Policy, 

notably agricultural markets, international affairs, management of 

resources and rural development, and is a key player in horizontal 

and sectorial agricultural policy developments. 

 

Mairead McG UINNESS , MEP, is Vice-President of 

the European Parliament, with responsibility for 

Information Policy, Press and Citizens Relations. 

She oversees the Parliament's scientific research 

body, STOA, and she also plays a leading role in 

the area of children's rights as the Parliament’s 

mediator in cases of international parental child abduction. She is a 

member of the Parliament's Agriculture and Rural Development 

Committee and the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

Committee. She is also Vice-Chair of the Delegation to the EU-

Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee. 

First elected as an MEP in June 2004, she was re-elected in June 

2009 and again in May 2014. Prior to becoming an MEP she was a 

journalist, broadcaster and commentator. 

 

 

 

 

Nathaniel PAGE  studied Zoology at Oxford 

University, and worked for 14 years as a diplomat, 

in various postings including Thailand and Romania, 

before studying agriculture and returning to his 

original farming and nature conservation interests. 

Since 1996 he has been owner and manager of a 60 

ha livestock farm in the west of England. In 2004 

he helped to establish Fundatia ADEPT Transilvania, dedicated to 

protecting Romania’s High Nature Value farmed landscapes, and the 

small-scale farming communities that have created them. In the 11 

years since, he has been involved in grassroots projects centred on 

farm advisory services, development of agri-environment measures, 

and policy development and advocacy at national and at EU level.   

 

Rudolf TORNERHJELM is owner and manager of 

Wrams-Gunnarstorp Estate, in Skåne County, 

Sweden. The Estate operates crop production, 

forestry and pig farming. He is co-founder and 

partner of Söderåsens Biogas plant, situated on 

the Estate. In 2006 he was awarded Entrepreneur of the Year by the 

Municipality of Bjuv. In 2009 he won the Anders Wall Award, 

supported by Friends of the Countryside, DG Environment and the 

Royal Agricultural Academy of Stockholm. In the same year, the 

Region of Skåne awarded him the Environmental Prize. On his 

estate, he is using new technologies such as drones in order to have 

a better overlook of his managed area and to furthermore improve 

decision making. 

 

 

 


