
 

 
Mr. Wolfgang Burtscher 

Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development. 
European Commission 

Rue de la Loi 130/Wetstraat 130 
1049 Brussel (Belgium) 

 

29 March 2022 

 

Dear Mr. Burtscher, 

 

Observations to Common Agricultural Policy Strategic Plan proposal submitted by Spain - 
Risk of serious affection to rural employment 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the European Landowners Organization (“ELO”), which represents 
the interests of landowners and land managers all across Europe. ELO’s vision consist of promoting 
a sustainable and prosperous countryside through private owners´ activities and family businesses. 

As you are aware, on 29 December 2021 Spain submitted to the European Commission its 
Common Agricultural Policy Strategic Plan proposal (CCI 2023ES06AFSP001) referred to in Article 
118 of Regulation (EU) No 2021/2115 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 2 
December 2021 (“Regulation (EU) No 2021/2115”).  

The Spanish Strategic Plan proposal is to be assessed by the Commission, which can address 
observations to the Spanish Government within three months of the date of submission of the 
proposal. This period will expire at the end of this month. 

In this context, we would like to bring to your attention and share our concerns about the measure 
included in the Spanish Government’s proposal according to which no farmer could receive more 
than EUR 200,000 in basic income support for sustainability per year, regardless of their 
labour costs (sections 3.4 and 4.2.2. of the Spanish Strategic Plan proposal). This cap is not 
provided for in any of the applicable European Regulations and has not been included in any of the 
Strategic Plans proposed by other Member States. 

As detailed in the executive note enclosed as Annex I to this letter, this measure is incompatible 
with regulations on the Common Agricultural Policy and, in particular, with Article 17 of Regulation 
(EU) No 2021/2115, which sets the capping and degressivity measures at the disposal of Member 
States.  

Furthermore, this measure goes against Common Agricultural Policy objectives and it will severely 
harm rural employment, especially in Spanish regions like Andalusia where rural jobs depend 
largely on the agricultural and farming operations that will be directly affected by this measure. In 



 

addition, this measure will distort the European market and eliminate the common character of this 
Policy as it would not be applicable in any other Member State different than Spain.  

In view of the above, ELO feels duty bound to alert the European Commission to the illegality of 
the measure included in Spain’s Strategic Plan proposal and the serious damage that it would 
cause to rural employment in Spain. In this regard, we request that the European Commission 
object to this provision so that it is removed from the Spanish Strategic Plan before its approval. 

We are at your disposal to provide any additional information you may need.  

We can be contacted through  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Secretary General 

European Landowners Organization 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


