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 “Amplifying the local voices: Addressing 
Rural Development in CAP post 2020”

Programme

11:45 - 12:00  Registration

12:00 - 12:30  Networking lunch

12:30 - 12:40  Opening speech:
   Ms Barbara Schretter, Director of the Representation
   of the Free State of Bavaria to the EU

12:40 - 13:00 Welcome speeches:
   Ms Simone Schmiedtbauer, MEP, EPP
   Mr Paolo De Castro, MEP, S&D
   Mr Jérémy Decerle, MEP, Renew Europe

13:00 - 13:45  Introduction of the coalitions – David Lamb, ENRD
   Panel debate:
   Mr Olivier Allain, Regional Council of Brittany
   Ms Laura Bargione, CIA Agricoltori Italiani
   Mr Jannes Maes, CEJA
   Mr Fergal Monaghan, Hen Harrier Project

13:45 - 14:15  Q&A

14:15 - 14:30  Closing speech:
   Mr Nikša Tkalec, SCA spokesperson



Speakers
Moderator: David Lamb, ENRD
David has over 20 years’ 
experience which started in 
food & drink manufacturing and 
marketing in 1997. From 2003, 
David then led the Food & Drink 
Team within Scotland’s Rural 
College (SRUC), managing their 
specialist advisory & consultancy 
activity. In 2012 he helped create 
and then managed the Think 
Local programme – the Scottish 
Government’s first local food and 
drink development programme. 

Since 2014 David has been working for the European 
Network for Rural Development Contact Point based 
in Brussels, leading the work on developing the 
relationships between the National Rural Networks 
across the 27 Member States of the EU in their delivery of 
Rural Development Policy. He is an experienced lecturer, 
trainer and facilitator specialising in international food 
marketing and rural development.

Laura Bargione, CIA Agricoltori 
Italiani 
Laura Bargione, born in Sicily 
in 1987, started her career as 
agricultural entrepreneur in 2006. 
She owns Mariscò Farm and runs 
it with her family, according to 
organic agricultural principles.
In 2014, Laura in participation 
with other partners expanded 
into service of ergotherapy for 
young people with mental issues. 
Together with her partners, they 
started a pilot project called IL 

CORAGGIO DI AMARE.  Through community living, 
meaningful work on the land, and clinical care, the 
participants grounded themselves, reaching a sense of 
achievement that helped them toward their recovery, 
better health and a greater independence. At the end 
of this project a first residential therapeutic community 
in Sicily dedicated to helping young people with mental 
health issues, eating disorders and related challenges 
was opened.
In 2015, Laura decided to start another company Volare 
Consulting, a platform to assist Italian producers to 
promote and export their products abroad. The company 
aims also at sourcing Italian products, mostly food and 
beverage, for international buyers, drawing up from 
Laura’s experience as marketing manager for an import 
and distribution company of Italian food and beverage 
products in Shangai.

Jannes Maes, CEJA President
Jannes is a dairy farmer from 
Flanders in northern Belgium. 
Growing up on the family farm 
instilled in him a passion for 
agriculture. He later undertook 
agricultural studies in secondary 
school and at university level. 
While a student, he became 
a member of Groene Kring, 
the Flemish organisation for 
young farmers. This led to roles 
representing young farmers 
at local, regional, national and 

international level. He also started working on the family 
farm with his brother and father. Jannes has been a 
member of the CEJA board since 2015. He is currently 
completing his second mandate as President.

Olivier ALLAIN, Vice-President of 
the Brittany Region in charge of 
agriculture and agri-food
Olivier ALLAIN ist Landwirt in Corlay 
in der Nordbretagne innerhalb 
einer Erzeugergemeinschaft 
(Groupement Agricole de 
Exploitation en Commun - GAEC). 
Er züchtet Mutterkühe (mit dem 
Qualitätsiegel “Label Rouge Blonde 
d’Aquitaine”) und Legehennen 
(ökologischer Landbau). Seit 
2015 ist er Vizepräsident für 

Landwirtschaft und Lebensmittelindustrie im Regionalrat 
der Bretagne.
Auf departementale Ebene war er zuvor mehrmals 
Präsident der FDSEA (Departmentale Agrargewerkschaft) 
und Präsident der Landwirtschaftskammer. 2017 war 
Olivier Allain der Landwirtschaftsberater von Emmanuel 
Macron während des Präsidentschaftswahlkampfes. 
Danach koordinierte er die nationale Konferenz für 
Ernährung. Er wurde auch tätig als “Botschafter” für 
die landwirtschaftliche Komponente des nationalen 
Investitionsplans, dessen Ziel die nachhaltige Wende der 
Agrar- und Agrarlebensmittelsektoren ist.

Fergal Monaghan, Project 
Manager of Hen Harrier Project
Fergal Monaghan has 25 years 
experience as a farm advisor 
in the West of Ireland. He is 
now the Project Manager in 
the Hen Harrier Project. This 
EIP (European Innovation 
Partnership) is the largest 
species focused Results based 
Agri Environment Programme 
in Europe. This project has 
brought recognition and reward 
to the role of 1,500 farmers in 

delivering for conservation and ecosystem services 
over 37,000 ha of High Nature Value Farmland. The 
project has introduced new technologies to scheme 
administration and developed partnerships with farmers, 
the Agriculture Ministry,  industry, fire and rescue services 
and conservation agencies. These are already showing 
real results with a 35% increase in the breeding success of 
Hen Harriers in the first 3 years of the project.






