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The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to: “conserve the 
lands and waters on which all life depends.” 



Where We Work  Working across all of 
the planet’s major 
habitat types–oceans, 
rivers, forests, deserts 
and grasslands–we 
protect ecologically 
important lands and 
waters for the benefit 
of nature and people. 

Grey wolf during winter snowfall in Michigan ©Janet Haas 



The Conservancy has helped 
to protect approximately 21 
million acres in the United 

States and more than 103 
million globally. We 

currently own nearly 2 
million acres in the US and 

hold more than 3 million 
acres in conservation 

easements in the US. 

Totaling to more than 125 
million acres! 

 
River leading to Iliamna Lake, Alaska habitat the gravel 
bottoms provide habitat for king salmon ©Ami Vitale 



 

 

 We own and manage the  
largest network of private 

preserves in the United States. 

Hiking in the Conservancy’s Folsom Point Preserve in Iowa’s Loess Hills ©Chris Helzer 





What is Private Lands Conservation and Why is it Important? 

Private Lands Conservation is the initiative to work with owners of private 

lands to enable those owners to realize their goals and objectives for their 

properties while at the same time, achieving conservation goals. 

 

 

Private lands conservation is important because: 

a. it is unrealistic to expect that all conservation objectives can be achieved 

through public action and public protected areas “filling the gap”. 

b. private lands conservation can supplement the public investment in 

protected areas.  

c. climate change will affect private areas and progress to address climate 

change can be enhanced through actions taken on private lands. 



What are the most important tools that are used to address 
Private Lands Conservation? 
  

Conservation Science and Planning—identification of 
important areas for conservation and designing protected, 
functioning landscapes which include both public and private 
lands.  
 

Policy and Law—establish the legal regime to authorize legal 
tools such as conservation easements and management 
agreements to facilitate private owner’s conservation 
commitments. Conservation Easements are probably the 
single most important private lands conservation tool. 

Finance- provide direct payments as well as tax incentives to 
encourage private landowners to voluntarily participate in 
conservation programs. 
 

Land and Habitat Restoration and Management – 
increasingly, it is and will continue to be important to ensure 
that private lands are restored and managed for conservation 
objectives. It may not be necessary to transfer title to private 
lands for this purpose.  



Conservation Easements 
 - is a restriction placed on the land based on a voluntary agreement that 
permanently limits its uses 
 
 
- Landowners retain many of their rights, including the right to own and use 

the land, sell it and pass it on to their heirs 
 
- All conservation easements must provide public benefits, such as water 

quality, farm and ranch land preservation, scenic views, wildlife habitat, 
outdoor recreation, education, and historic preservation 
 

- Agreement on easement value, management practices, transfer to 
perpetuity  
 

- BUT:  Underlying aim is biodiversity protection: 
                   - Solid science, rooted ecoregion analysis, monitoring, reporting 
 
 

 
 

 



Countries where TNC holds conservation easements 

or established private lands conservation 

transactions:  

  Argentina, Australia, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, Kenya, 

USA  
  

What types of properties can conservation easements be 

used to protect? 
  

Forests, Wetlands, Coastlines, Grasslands, Watersheds/water supply areas, 
Scenic areas, Wildlife habitats, Farms and ranches, Historic areas and buildings 
and areas to be restored for conservation purposes 
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