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Landowners to put ecosystem benefits into practice

Ben DELBAERE, ECNC-European Centre for Nature Conservation; OpenNESS project

hese are some of the ‘services’ pro-
Tvided by the park and its ecosystems

that form the object of study of a
European project that is examining how
to put the concepts of ecosystem servic-
es and natural capital into practice - the
OpenNESS project’. Wetlands, forests,
grasslands and other ecosystems perform
a variety of functions to maintain them-
selves, such as providing habitat for wild-
life that pollinates plants and helps them
reproduce, or carbon cycling. When we
view these functions through the lens of
the benefits they provide to humans and
their well-being, we define them as eco-
system services. All of us depend on eco-
system services, perhaps without realiz-
ingit. Think of the air we breathe, the food
we eat, or the pleasure we get from ex-
ploring nature.

The Cairngorms National Park is one of
seven OpenNESS case studies in the mixed
rural landscapes setting. A further 20 cas-
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es across Europe focus on sustainable ur-
ban management, forests and woodlands,
rivers, and coasts. Some of the global cas-
es look at areas dominated by commodity
export in developing countries.

The study in the Scottish Highlands looks
into the recreational potential offered
by its land cover. This potential is being
mapped and used as a source for the de-
velopment of a multiannual recreation
plan that is based on and fully respects
natural habitats. Within the National Park
the 23,500-ha Glenlivet Estate is home to
some 30 let farmers, commercial foresters
and managers of sporting tenancies. We
investigate how nature-based land cover
can be managed in a way that maximiz-
es ecosystem services and natural capital.
The economic valuation of these services
can help raise the necessary funds to en-
sure that the National Park continues to
be home to its many animals and plants
and a place for people to enjoy.

The case examples, literature and syn-
thesis papers from OpenNESS and its sis-
ter project OPERAs? are currently being
compiled in a centralized, interactively
searchable platform where land manag-
ers, companies, local planners and many
others can quickly, easily and reliably find
the right sources and experiences to sup-
port their efforts to work with nature. One
of the key features of this platform, called
Oppla®, is a question and answer service -
a true consultative and personalized ser-
vice, which has been launched recently.
Oppla is an online platform but more im-
portantly it is a community of practice,
connecting various groups in society that
hold knowledge, experience and tools on
ecosystem services and natural capital
to the many actors who put the concepts
into practice in their daily work. Land-
owners and land managers are among the
most important groups in this respect,
having a lot to offer and share when it
comes to truly valuing nature, ecosystems
and their services.

1 http://openness-project.eu/
2 http://operas-project.eu/
3 http://oppla.eu/

OpenNESS has received funding from the European Union’s Seventh Programme for research, technological development and demonstration under grant agreement
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Melting Glaciers and Perceptions of Landscape

Glaciers are a fascinating landscape feature of alpine regions. As such, they are perceived and valued by locals and tourists alike.

Today, the public at large is aware that most of these alpine glaciers are melting, many of them at an alarming rate.

This development started with the end of the little ice age around 1850 and in recent years has greatly accelerated due to

1968-1992

anthropogenic climate change.

Matthias MULLER, WSL - Matthias BURGI, WSL

Lenk municipality: melting glaciers (blue areas) in different time periods

nexpectedly, the topic of melting
U glaciers also showed up in an anal-

ysis on cultural landscape changes
which was conducted in the project HER-
CULES, aiming at increasing the “under-
standing of drivers, patterns and values of
European cultural landscapes”. One of the
study municipalities in the work package
on short term landscape history of HER-
CULES is Lenk, located in the Swiss Alps.
In Lenk, land cover change of the last 150
years has been analyzed based on histor-
ical maps, and additional sources were
used to determine the drivers of the land-
scape change found.

One of the methods used to assess past
land cover and land cover change are oral
history interviews (OHI). OHI are inter-
views conducted with long-term resi-
dents of the study municipality who know
their landscape very well in past and pre-
sent times. This source is helpful in dif-
ferent ways. First, local residents remem-
ber landscapes, landscape changes and
actors/events of this changes which are
not documented elsewhere. Second, data
from OHls reflect the human perspective
on and perception of the landscape.
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The village Lenk is surrounded by high
mountains and glaciers, which both are
characteristic for this landscape. Most
prominently, the Plaine Morte glacier is
located in the southeast of the municipal-
ity. As other alpine glaciers, the glaciers
of Lenk are shrinking. The map analysis
shows the important reduction of glacier
area (Figure 1, per time period: remaining
glaciers: white; melted areas: blue; rock:
dark grey; other land cover classes: light
grey). Melting of the glaciers is an ongo-
ing process since the first analyzed map
from 1840 and it even became the domi-
nant land cover change in the time steps
1968-1992 and 1992-2013.

Surprisingly, several of the interviewees
from the municipality of Lenk mentioned
glacier retreat as a prominent landscape
change during their lifetime:

“You don’t see the glaciers from down
here [=valley bottom] anymore. The gla-
ciers are melting fast.”

“Glaciers as the Wildstrubel glacier today
are only grey belts in warm summers.”
These statements are in line with the re-
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sults from the map analysis. Moreover,
they show that the consequences of cli-
mate change contribute significantly to
landscape changes as perceived by the lo-
cal population.

In Lenk, OHIs not only confirmed the re-
sults from the map analysis, but com-
pleted it with further, detailed qualitative
information on the changes visible in the
maps. One of the interviewees mentioned
that the firn fields today melt much ear-
lier in summer than when he was a child.
Firn is not depicted in maps as it is not
part of the continuous land cover, as gla-
ciers are. Nevertheless firn is important
for landscape perception and is from far
away not visually distinguishable from
glaciers.

The combination of different data sour-
ces as presented in this article is a promi-
sing approach to analyze complex pro-
cesses as landscape/land cover change.
It is especially helpful to talk to long term
residents of an area as they may have
knowledge and views that will never ap-
pear in an archive. To our knowledge,
our study on landscape changes in an
alpine municipalityisthefirstdocumented
example on how climate change can leave
major mapped and perceived traces in
alpine landscapes.

More information on the project is avail-
able on the project’s website:
www.hercules-landscapes.eu

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme for research, technological development and demonstration
under grant agreement no 603447

1December 2013 - 30 November 2016
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Belgian Coastal Golf Course Wins Major Award for
Private Nature Conservation

For the first time in its history, the Baillet-Latour Prize for the Environment (Belgium’s premier prize for private nature conservation)

was awarded to a golf course. While such terrains are not always known for their environmental management, the Royal Ostend

Colfclub, situated in a unique dune area on the Belgian Coast, achieved extraordinary results. Among these are the integration of rare

dune landscapes into the golf terrain, significant reductions in water and pesticide use, as well as the education of its members.

Robert de GRAEFF, Stichting Behoud Natuur en Leefmilieu Vlaanderen %

Awarding the 25.000 euro prize, the
Chairman of the Jury said: “The manage-
ment and members of the golf club may be
proud of what they have achieved: both a
better golfing experience as well as the cre-
ation of a special dune environment here
on the Flemish coast. They took a consid-
erable risk, but their design has succeeded
with flying colours.”

The 2015 Baillet Latour environment prize
was founded 19 years ago. This prize,
worth €25,000, is our country’s greatest
recognition of the sustainable manage-
ment of the environment. Each year, it re-
wards a private owner or manager respon-
sible for the land management or ecologi-
cal management of an estate in Belgium.
This annual national prize is awarded al-
ternately by the Flemish Stichting Behoud
Natuur and the Walloon Fondation wal-
lonne pour la Conservation des Habitats.

With private conservation efforts becom-
ing ever more important, prizes such as
Baillet-Latour, the BellEuropa Award and
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the Soil award both reward extraordinary
land managers as well as remind the gen-
eral public of their efforts.

A fruitful cooperation between
OIE and CIC: Wildlife Health Training Center

The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the International Council for Game and Wildlife Conser-
vation (CIC) as the leading global organizations for veterinarians and hunters (respectively) joined forces in
an effort to combat wildlife disease. The OIE and the CIC began their cooperation officially in 2011. Since then
several steps to accomplish this task have been taken, most important of which were at the Joint OIE-CIC
International Meeting on early detection and prevention of African Swine Fever (ASF) and other animal health

issues at the wildlife-livestock-human interface in 2014 in Paris and the 62" CIC General Assembly “Healthy
Wildlife - Healthy People” in Pravets this past April. This alliance is further strengthened through the Collaborative Partnership
on Sustainable Wildlife Management (CPW) membership.

The latest development in solidifying these joint efforts between the OIE and the CIC, is the planning of a wildlife health train-
ing center. The CIC is very much looking forward to the establishment of this training center, as through education—both in and
out of the field—hunters, together with landowners, can be the most important players in the early detection of wildlife dis-

eases and strong partners in combating and preventing future outbreaks.

The CIC Team

More information on the website : www.cic-wildlife.org
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DEUTZ-FAHR, the strength to always look to the future.

DEUTZ-FAHR always designs its products by carefully considering tomorrow's challenges. This view allows the manufacturer to offer a full line range
with contemporary style, high levels of comfort, modern powerful engines and forward thinking features. Combined with advanced precision farming
systerns and low operating costs, the result is to make DEUTZ-FAHR the perfect partner to increase the profitability of your business. This philosopy
has led DEUTZ-FAHR to develop a new production site that will provide high safety standards, efficlency; respect for the envirenment, test drive area,
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. EUROPEAN

HISTORIC HOUSES

European Historic Houses Association Congress and
General Assembly Brussels and Eastern Flanders

very vyear, the European Historic
E Houses Association organizes a

General Assembly for its governors,
the representatives of its member asso-
ciations and observers from across Europe.
This year, this event took place between
the 1°* and the 4™ of October. These four
days provided a perfect opportunity for
the association to discuss its accomplish-
ments of the past year, as well as to agree
on the priorities and challenges for the
years to come. At the same time, it was
an occasion to share best practices and
innovative projects for the preservation of
Europe’s fragile historic houses.

One priority that came up repeatedly in
both the formal meetings and the vis-
its to historic houses in Eastern Flanders
was the issue of financing. Our members

Fons WILMES, EHHA

are often, and rightly so, proud to manage
historic buildings and art collections. How-
ever, with this privilege come enormous
responsibilities. For example, with regards
to the high standards that exist for reno-
vating historic houses. Attaining these
standards can be a significant financial
burden and the impressive work owners of
historic houses do, often with very limited
funds deserves to be recognized and sup-
ported by the relevant authorities.

The European Historic Houses Association
strongly believes that authorities should
sustain this hard work by owners by pro-
viding fiscal incentives. The potential such
measures have was not only clear from
the discussions between our members,
it was also apparent during the visits to
the castles of Beerlegem, Nokere, Huysse,

Ooidonk and Leeuwergem. The passionate
stories of the castle owners during these
visits shed light on the enormous cost as-
sociated with, but also on the necessity of,
preserving and renovating fragile Historic
Heritage.

The recommendations of the European
Parliament in its recent resolution ‘To-
wards an Integrated Approach to Cultural
Heritage in Europe’ to apply lower VAT
rates and exchange best practices on fiscal
policies for the restoration, preservation
and conservation of cultural heritage, were
therefore very encouraging.? These sug-
gestions from the Parliament will be cen-
tral to the actions of the European Historic
Houses Association and its members on
both the European and the national level
in the years to come. The need to sustain
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Europe’s cultural heritage was also appar-
ent in the conference “Europe’s Private
Heritage at Risk” on the 2™ of October. In
the opening speech to this forum, Mr. NY-
MAND-CHRISTENSEN, the Deputy Direc-
tor of the DG Education and Culture of the
European Commission, emphasised that
good cooperation between public authori-
ties and owners is vital to the sustainabil-
ity of cultural goods. Building on this, the
panellists, including politicians, owners of
historic houses, representatives of civil so-
ciety and police officers, discussed on the
topics of “Best ways to sustain our cultural
heritage” and “Best ways to protect our
cultural goods”.

One area in which they clearly identified
a need for increased collaboration is the
issue of the illicit trafficking of cultural
goods. Stolen goods can cross borders eas-
ily, and it is important that law enforce-
ment units work with owners to be able to
quickly trace these objects. Francoise BOR-
TOLOTTI, an officer on Interpol’s art unit,
stressed that stolen works of art can only
be identified and repatriated if the owners
provide pictures and date adhering to the
standardized criteria of Object ID.?

Next year, the programme of the General
Assembly will be split in two, with the tra-
ditional visits and gala dinner being hosted
by the Osterreichischer Burgenverein in
Austria in May, and the General Assembly
itself as well as the annual European His-
toric Houses Conference taking place in
October in Brussels. Preparations for these
events have already started and the team
of the European Historic Houses Associa-
tion looks forward to once again hosting its
members for enriching visits and discus-
sions.

1 The full programme of the event is available on
our website: http://www.europeanhistorichous-
es.eu/activity/2015-general-assembly-in-brus-
sels/

2 European Parliament Resolution, “Towards
an integrated approach to cultural heritage in
Europe”, 8 September 2015, 2014/2149(INI),
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.
do?type=TAc-reference=P8-TA-2015-0293c-langu
age=ENe-ring=A8-2015-0207

3 The requirements of Object ID can be consulted
online at: http://archives.icom.museum/object-
id/

Dr Emmanuel de MERODE,
Director of Congo’s Virunga
National Park, wins Biodiversity
Awards

The ELO would like to warmly congratulate Dr Emmanuel de MERODE for the
“Biodiversity Awards” he received for his outstanding commitment to the
protection of biodiversity for the past twenty years in the national parks of
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and in particular the Virunga Park. His
work has involved supporting national park wardens in the field during the civil
war which cost the lives of over five million Congolese people.

Highlights of his work over the years were showed during the screening of the
movie “Virunga” which took place in the framework of the celebration of the
70th anniversary of UNESCO and the United Nations International Earth Day
2015 last April. Virunga National Park was inscribed on the World Heritage List
in 1979 and on the World Heritage List in Danger in 1994.

“I'm deeply grateful to accept this award on behalf of the rangers of Virunga
National Park, many of whom have given up their lives in the struggle to
restore peace in Eastern Congo. We would like to express our sincere thanks
to the Prince Albert Il of Monaco Foundation for this recognition which helps
to bring attention to their often unreported sacrifice and their efforts to bring
development to a region that is still affected by armed conflict.” Mr MERODE
said during the Awards Ceremony which took place on the 2™ of October.

The Prince Albert Il of Monaco Foundation honours various individuals for
their exemplary actions to promote the environment in the Foundation’s three
priority areas: the fight against climate change, the preservation of biodiversity
as well as access to water and the fight against desertification.

Dr de MERODE was also one of the three winners of the Tusk Conservation
Awards attributed on the 24™ of November in London, honouring the
remarkable work to build a sustainable future for the people and the wildlife
of the African continent.

(red.)

Source: www.fpa2.com; http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1355/; www.tuskawards.com
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Diary dates

15 December - 8 March 2016, online mm—
consultation, European Union
Experience with the first year of

application of the greening obligations 9n Forum for the Future of Agriculture
under the direct payment scheme Where agriculture & environment meet
(Common Agricultural Policy)
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/
consultations/greening/2015_en.htm

12th January 2016, Brussels

Innovative agriculture : Challenges and
Solutions For Sustainable and Competitive
Food Production

www.ecpa.eu

14- 15 January, Budapest " :
FORBIO (Fostering Sustainable Feedstock ':95“"""’-“"_‘9 } {ljo
Production for Advanced Biofuels on l; i
3
“under-utilized land” in Europe) project “4 # »
Kick off meeting { A [ 5
www.elo.org " :
26 - 28 January, Brussels e vz 8 Premier meeting place
Designing the path: a strategic approach
to EU agricultural research and innovation 4 £ ti
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/ T ¥ March 22, 2016 - Square B is M ng Centre
horizon2020/en/news/designing-path-
strategic-approach-eu-agricultural-

research-and-innovation RE G ISTE R N OW
10th February, Leeuwarden Free of charge — Online registration
EIP Water conference www.foru mforag riculture.com

http://www.eip-water.eu/programme-

eip-water-conference-2016
W @ForumForAg f forumforagriculture

14th April, Amsterdam
Innovation Expo to showcase the
Sustainable Urban Delta during the Dutch FORUM T ) MEDI :

'I 6 EU Presidency PARTNERS @ gé;*irefd.e omoE | nAkE PARTNER VI@P)WS
www.innovatie-estafette.nl

21- 24 April, Brussels
63rd General Assembly of the CIC

www.cicbrussels2016.eu I
Let’s increase our

14th ,y Vi
Regiol:ar;eForl:ﬁ?oarthe Future of fOOd Su pply

Agriculture W'ith out . ‘-.. B,
www.elo.org red Uucin g th elirs ‘;_

14 - 15 June, Bratislava
ELO General Assembly

Syngenta Brussels Office
Avenue Louise, 489, B-1050 Brussels
www.elo.org Tel SO
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