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The purpose of the meeting was to better 
understand which policies can contribute 
to halting the ongoing loss of biodiversity 
within the EU in line with the EU Biodiver-
sity Strategy 2020. The workshop empha-
sized the importance of rural stakeholders 
in the management of biodiversity and 
the need of appropriate instruments and 
incentives. Among the speakers were Dr 
Justin IRVINE from the James Hutton Insti-
tute in Scotland, Konstantin KOSTOPOU-
LOS, Advisor at ELO, Dr David SCALLAN, 
Wildlife Policy Officer at FACE and Dr Nor-
bert LINS, German MEP and Shadow Rap-
porteur for the Report on the Mid-Term re-
view of the Biodiversity Strategy 2020. A 
particular focus was set on the financing of 
biodiversity with regard to the targets set 
out in the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020.
 
“ The Common Agricultural Policy remains 
the  strongest tool we have, certainly in 

terms of funding, that we can use to cre-
ate sustainable agricultural systems that 
work for farmers, foresters, hunters as well 
as biodiversity and our ecosystems. In the 
coming years, we will see if the new green-
ing  approach has worked, and what more 
we can and should do in order to halt and 

reverse losses in biodiversity ”  argued  Mr 
KOSTOPOULOS.

For more information please visit: 
 http://www.europeanlandowners.org/

intergroup

Halting Europe’s Biodiversity Crisis: 
the Role of Rural Stakeholders

The Intergroup “Biodiversity, Hunting, Countryside” organised a meeting on the 27th of January 2016 dedicated to 

 the “Mid-Term Review: The Role of Hunters and Rural Stakeholders in Financing Biodiversity Conservation”.

Delphine DUPEUX, ELO

J UNE 
15 th /16 th /17 th  

2016
MIM IZAN
(France)

FOREXPO 2016, in Mimizan, will place you in the heart of 
the biggest cultivated forest in Europe, close to the Pyre-
nees and the Iberian Peninsula.

On a 70-hectare exhibition area in the heart of the forest, 
400 exhibitors will be presenting 500 international brands 
to over 30,000 French and foreign visitors, giving pride of 
place to breakthrough technology in forestry.

FOREXPO 2016 is the place to be for all those wishing to 
exhibit products, gather information, discover what’s new, 
meet partners and negotiate in an environment affording 
that perfect combination of ef�ciency and conviviality.

Circle the dates in your calendar  
and see you soon!

commercial@forexpo.fr
www.forexpo.fr

The european forestry trade fair for sylviculture and logging

Imagine
the future and 

now
discover it  
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REVAB: REuse and Valorisation of Agricultural Buildings 
through training based on real experiences

In the last years rural areas have been facing hard challenges: the unemployment rate in predominantly rural regions of the EU is 11% 

compared to 8.5% in the EU and the enormous consumption of agricultural land for settlement, traffic and industry. This has led the 

loss of centers of rural living when there are no further uses for existing agricultural buildings. The potential for reuse of existing agri-

cultural buildings is huge, but there is a lack of possibilities to get to real experiences in this field from entrepreneur to entrepreneur. 

Access to training is a key factor that 
needs to be improved: the share of 
population participating to lifelong 

learning courses in rural areas of the EU-
27, reached 6.6%, which was lower than in 
urbanised (8.4%) and densely-populated 
areas (11.1%). 

Another challenge that EU rural areas 
are facing is the enormous consumption 
of agricultural land. According to the Co-
rine Land Cover data, between 2000 and 
2006 the surface reduction of arable land, 
permanent crops, pastures and mosaics 
has been of more than 500.000 ha in Eu-
rope. At the same time traditional centres 
of rural living get lost because there are 
no further concepts for the use of exist-
ing buildings. This is especially worrying 
when one realizes that the main use most 
village centres is or was agricultural. The 
use of such real estate is essential for the 
attractiveness of villages as living spaces 
provide one of the main attractions of ru-
ral life.

Therefore the ELO together with Hof und 
Leben GmbH, On Projects Advising SL, 
Asaja – Granada, CIA Toscana and AGRI-
TOUR Ltd. signed a grant agreement un-
der the funding programme Erasmus+/
KA2/Strategic Partnerships for VET with 
as staring date the 2nd of November 2015 
for the duration of 30 months. From 
the beginning of February the Związek 
Pracodawców-Dzierżawców i Właścicieli 
Rolnych (ZPDIWR) based in Bydgoszcz 
will support the coordinator, ELO, in all 
tasks linked to Polish cases as well as in 
the dissemination of the final results of 
the e-learning course.

The aims of the REVAB project are:

-	 to foster the entrepreneurial approach 
of the use of existing agricultural build-

ings in different regions of Europe (IT, 
ES, BG, DE, PL)

-	 to stimulate rural entrepreneurs, rural 
land and real estate owners and young 
farmers to think about possibilities of 
(re-) use and valorization of existing 
agricultural real estate and farmstead 
respecting economic, ecologic and so-
cial effects

-	 to avoid further consumption of agri-
cultural land through settlement and 
industrial real estate. 

In the end, the REVAB project will pro-
duce the first comprehensive, flexible 
and fully open-source training system 
for the reuse and valorization of agricul-
tural buildings. As one of the main train-
ing tools of the system will be case stud-
ies, trainees will have the opportunity of 

learning through real successful experi-
ences and, for the first time, an entrepre-
neurial exchange about the topic will be 
possible on regional, on national as well 
as on European level. The REVAB training 
system will include all the aspects of sus-
tainability (social, environmental and cul-
tural) in addition to pure economics and 
will be achieved through the use of ICT 
and e-learning. 

For more information follow us on www.
revab-erasmus.eu or contact directly 
Marie-Alice BUDNIOK or Emmanuelle 

MIKOSZ. 

Supported by
the Erasmus+ 
programme of the 
European Union

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

La Casinazza, agricultural building transformed in conference venue

REVAB
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PROTECTING 
AND GROWING 
YOUR WEALTH 

FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS

ConCordia - integritas - industria

The lion on our emblem 
symbolises the strength and 
excellence at the service of  

our clients every day.

edmond-de-rothschild.com

Private Banking
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The ELO thanks 
Dr. Jürgen HARTMANN

After 17 years of intense activity for the Associa-
tion of Rhineland-Palatinate in Germany, Dr. Jür-
gen HARTMANN said farewell to his colleagues 
of all German Landowners Associations. Since 
1997 he was both the German delegate to the ELO 
Policy Group in Brussels as well as board mem-
ber in the German Federation of Landowners As-
sociations in Berlin. At the same time he acted as 
managing director of the board of his association 
(Rhineland- Palatinate and Saarland).

He made his successful political carrier as Secre-
tary of state in the Ministry of Agriculture and For-
est Affairs of Thuringia before turned his profound 
knowledge and experience to the care and protec-

tion of German and European landowners. All those who met him gained immeasur-
ably from his knowledge and experience. We are extremely grateful for his contribu-
tions and wish him all the best in the future. 

The ELO Staff

63rd General Assembly 
of the CIC 

22-23 April 2016, Brussels 

In 1967, Belgium hosted the General Assembly of the International Council for Game 

and Wildlife Conservation and there debated the great issues around hunting at the 

time. Forty years on, one can immediately recognize that hunting is quite different 

today than it was then. 

One thing, however, has not changed: hunting still has to be explained, 
justified and stood up for. Its legitimacy as an activity is constantly 
questioned. Is hunting useful or necessary? Does it still have a raison 
d’être? 

This is the reason why we chose the following (somewhat provocative) 
statement as the topic for our next Assembly: „Hunting is conservation”. While we 
know this is an absolute certainty, the hunting situation today begs the question: what 
if hunting was to disappear? This is an important debate, especially during our meetings 
and discussions with all the actors of nature conservation; amongst others within the 
CPW (Collaborative Partnership on Sustainable Wildlife Management). 

What would happen if hunting was to disappear? In terms of overpopulation, overgrazing, 
poaching, damage or confrontation against a demographic pressure that is more and 
more present. What would happen if hunting’s mission of habitat conservation was 
to disappear? In terms of widespread exhaustion of the natural environments and of 
biodiversity? In terms as well of the total disappearance of certain biotopes, vital for 
our planet’s survival? And what about the socio-economic impact? 

CIC Team 

Please visit the website of the General Assembly for more information: 
www.cicbrussels2016.eu.

EU Agricultural 
Outlook 

Conference

This two-day event took place in Brus-
sels in the beginning of December 2015, 

providing an opportunity for a broad 
exchange of views on the state of agri-
culture, and the global issues which lie 

ahead. 

On the first day of the conference, EU 
Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural 
Development Phil HOGAN and US Sec-
retary for Agriculture Tom VILSACK dis-
cussed the challenges facing the farm 
sector.  In addition, high-level panel dis-
cussions took place highlighting the chal-
lenge for agriculture to provide food in an 
environmentally sustainable way while 
adapting to/mitigating the effects of cli-
mate change. The functioning of the food 
supply chain was also at the centre of the 
debates. Senior representatives of the 
European institutions, and leading ex-
perts from international organisations 
participated in these debates.

On the second day of the conference, the 
Directorate-General for Agriculture and 
Rural Development presented its latest 
projections on the outlook for EU dairy, 
meat and arable crop markets for the 
next ten years.

All presentations are available through 
the link http://ec.europa.eu/agricul-
ture/events/2015-outlook-conference_
en.htm 

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/agricul-
ture/events/2015-outlook-conference_
en.htm
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3rd March, Brussels, Committee of the 
Regions
Solid biomass in European Protected 
Areas: Sustainable supply chain models
www.bioeuparks.eu 

31 March to 2 April, Kaunas, Lithuania
AgroBalt 2016 – largest international 
exhibition in the Baltic region
http://www.agrobalt.lt/en/
programmeofexhibition/

4 – 6 April, Czech Republic 
International conference on current 
situation of family farming within the EU- 
organised by the Association of Private 
Farming of the Czech Republic (ELO 
member); followed by International Fair 
Trade TECHAGRO (in Brno)
Please contact kamila.lohrova@asz.cz 

20th April, Brussels
Award Ceremony of the European Tree 
of the Year 2016 – organised by the 
Environmental Partnership Association 
(EPA) and ELO 
www.treeoftheyear.org 

22 - 23 April, Brussels
CIC General Assembly  
http://cicbrussels2016.eu 

11 - 12 May, Bratislava
Forest Europe Expert Level meeting 
www.foresteurope.org 

18 – 20 May, Oeiras, Portugal
2nd International Meeting on 
Mediterranean Stone Pine for Agroforestry
http://agropine2016.iniav.pt 

21st May, European Natura 2000 Day, 
all over EU 
European Natura 2000 Day & Natura 
2000 Award Ceremony - organised by the 
European Commission DG Environment 
http://www.natura2000day.eu 

26 - 29 May, Wolfsburg, Germany
19th General Assembly of the Friends of 
the Countryside in Lower Saxony
http://www.friendsofthecountryside.
org/

30 May to 3 June, Brussels
Green Week 2016 “Investing for a greener 
future”
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
greenweek/index_en.html 

Diary dates
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The GMO revolution
Wim GRUNEWALD, Jo BURY

Ed. LannooCampus
ISSN 9789401432191

With this book Belgian scientists 
want to offer insight into how GM 
crops can be useful in solving the 
current and future issues facing 
agriculture. The book focusses on 
what benefits of this technology 
there for the environment, the 
farmer and the consumer rather 
than on how recombinant DNA 
technology works. 

The GMO revolution gives a facts-
based and nuanced overview of 
the impact of current and future 
GM applications and introduces 
the reader with a plethora of 
different crops: from potato to 
brinjal, from rice to corn, from 
eucalyptus to cotton, from banana 
to papaya.

The GMO revolution is a highly accessible and easy to read book and is a must 
for anyone who wants to know more about GM crops and the opportunities that 
plant biotechnology can offer. The book can be ordered online through www.
bol.com, through the online shop of Lannoo Campus (http://www.lannoo.be) 
or through Amazon.

Wim GRUNEWALD is a bioengineer and obtained his PhD in applied biological 
sciences. After having worked as a researcher for 10 years in various fields of 
molecular plant biology, he is now employed by the VIB life sciences institute 
as an agrobiotechnology expert.

Jo BURY is a qualified pharmacist and has a PhD in biochemistry. After having 
served as a scientific advisor at IWT, he founded VIB together with Rudy 
DEKEYSER. He has been managing director of VIB since 1996.
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Where agriculture & 
environment meet

 Tuesday, March 22, 2016 – Square Brussels Meeting Centre

 REGISTER NOW
Free of charge – Online registration

www.forumforagriculture.com

FORUM
PARTNERS

MEDIA
PARTNER

 The Sustainable Development Goals implementation:
no time for business as usual

Confi rmed speakers include: 
Ban Ki-moon, (video message), Secretary General, United Nations

José Graziano da Silva, Director General, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

Phil Hogan, European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, European Commission (EC)

Janez Potočnik, Chair FFA2016, Chairman Rise Foundation

Jeffrey Sachs, Director of The Earth Institute, Columbia University

Achim Steiner, Director General, United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP)

@ForumForAg forumforagriculture fl ickr.com/photos/forumforagriculturefl ickr


