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In 2017 Erasmus + Programme for
education, training, youth and sport
will cellebarte its 30th anniversary.
The aim of Erasmus+ is to contrib-
ute to the Europe 2020 strategy for
growth, jobs, social equity and inclu-
sion, as well as the aims of ET2020,
the EU’s strategic framework for edu-
cation and training. Erasmus+ also
aims to promote the sustainable de-
velopment of its partners in the field
of higher education, and contribute
to achieving the objectives of the EU
Youth Strategy.

The programme has opportunities
for people of all ages, helping them
develop and share knowledge and
experience at institutions and organi-
sations in different countries. It has
also a wide range of opportunities for
organisations, including universities,
education and training providers,
think-tanks, research organisations,
and private businesses.
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(source: https://ec.europa.eu/pro-
grammes/erasmus-plus/about_en)

ELO and its partners
are proud to
present the 3 projects
run actually

under Erasmus +.

REVAB: REuse and Valorisation of
Agricultural Buildings through training
based on real experiences

Started in 2016 the aim of the project
is to produce the first comprehensive,
flexible and fully open-source train-
ing system for the reuse and valori-
zation of agricultural buildings. The
project is well advanced, as the 3rd
transnational meeting took place on
18th and 19th of October in Augsburg
in Southern Germany. During the first
day short profiles of preselected suc-
cessful national case studies of reuse
and valorization of agricultural build-
ings were presented by the partners
of the project. It was a diverse first
insight to experiences in practice to-
gether with the different types of concepts and different personality of entrepreneurs.

After finishing the presentation about management and financial aspects of the project
main part of the program of day 2 was the field visit to ,PizzaStadl” in Kirchdorf 50km
Southern of Augsburg. The HIENLE Family showed the REVAB partners the dairy farm
and the restaurant, that was built up step by step from year 2002 on. The former barn
was reused for this gastronomy purpose. Mrs. HIENLE is leading the Restaurantbusiness,
and together with her husband and the children they are continuing their dairy farm in
the same scale as before. They are both working full time on the farm and have employ-
ees in the restaurant business. After the insights given and then having lunch in “Piz-
zaStadl" all partners had a close impression what it means to develop, implement and
work on a success story of a reuse concept.

For more information please visit the website www.revab-erasmus.com
or follow us on twitter: #REVAB_PR|
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CO-FARM: Enhancing COoperation
amongst FARMing entrepreneurs

CO-FARM project aims at developing a flexible training system based on Case Studies
that will provide to rural entrepreneurs, rural landowners and farmers skills and knowl-
edge to implement initiatives of cooperation amongst farming entrepreneurs. People
living in rural areas are a group at risk of exclusion, therefore access to VET is an impor-
tant alternative for accessing information and education. To make the access to training
easier and in order to overcome barriers, training materials of the CO-Farm-project will be
flexible and fully available free of charges.

The project started in November 2016 for a total duration of 30 months and the consor-
tium will gather 8 partners from different EU countries.

The Kick-off meeting took place in November in Thurles/ Ireland. The first day was dedi-
cated to the presentation of the partners, the second day was dedicated to the workshop
on “Cooperation Amongst Farmers: An Overview”.

For more information please follow us on twitter: #COFARM_ERASMUS
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FEAL: multifunctional Farming for the sustainability
of European Agricultural Landscapes

round half of the EU’s land is
Afarmed. That makes agricultural ac-

tivity essential for emergence and
maintenance of the cultural landscapes,
including the preservation and the promo-
tion of landscape elements and landforms.
Farming is highly important, for the farm-
ers themselves as well as for all people liv-
ing in the countryside. Therefore not only
rising awareness of the various aspects of
the farmers activity is necessary, but also
rising awareness of the worth and cultural
value of European Agricultural Landscapes
(EAL) serving as production factor and
added value for the farmer.

In addition the aim of the project is to en-

multifunctional Farming for the sustainability
E E A L of European Agricultural Landscapes

Project No: 2016-1-5K01-KA202-022502

hance the entrepreneurial approaches in
the linkage of farming and landscape. It
aims at developing a flexible training sys-
tem based on exchange of practices that
will provide young farmers, young rural
entrepreneurs and family farmers the
skills and knowledge to implement sus-
tainable farming activities realizing win-
win-situations within EAL. The target is
also to face the issue of depopulation,
training farmers in conceptualisation and
implementation of innovative farming
linking the diverse interests of farmers
and rural society within EAL.

The project starts in December 2016 for
the duration of 30 months. The consorti-
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um will gather 7 partners all over EU.

The Kick-off meeting took place begin-
ning of December in Zvolen/ Slovakia. It
was dedicated to the presentation of the
partenrs, and a very interesting work-
shop amongst the partners about the
situation of farming and European Land-
scapes in the countries involved and on

European level.

The second Boreal Natura 2000 Semi-
nar took place in Vilnius, Lithuania from
5-7 October 2016. It brought together
86 Natura 2000 practitioners and ex-
pert stakeholders from the Boreal re-
gion, including ELO members and del-
egates of the ELO Secretariat. Issues of
common interest were discussed in the
field and during working group discus-
sions, and a number of presentations
on avariety of topics were given by par-
ticipants.

The presentations covered, for exam-
ple, innovative approaches used and
being developed in different countries
to implement Natura 2000 areas and
target resources for restoration priori-
ties and projects. Other presentations
covered the Low Hanging Fruit ap-
proach, stakeholder engagement, and
the LIFE financing programme. Group
discussions were a core element of the
Seminar; participants could choose
to join one of four thematic working
groups and one of four habitat working
groups.

Further remarkable elements of the
programme were the two field visits,
respectively on forest and grassland

Natura 2000 Seminars -
second round of meetings

habitats and on freshwater and wet-
lands habitats and the ‘Knowledge
Market’” where participants could dis-
cuss in the field or around information
stands concrete examples of habitat
management and a large number of
relevant cases studies. Finally, in the
margins of the knowledge market an
informal round table discussion took
place on the feasibility of developing
regional approaches to large carnivores
management.

The discussions at the Seminar led to a
range of ideas for concrete cooperation
and the future development initiatives
to improve the management of Natura
2000 including a number of specific
follow-up events.

This event was followed by the Second
Atlantic Natura 2000 seminar which
took place in Ireland.

source: ECNC report

There have been countless books writ-
ten about bees and beekeeping. But
this one stands out, because it offers a
whole new perspective.

As President of the European Profes-
sional Beekeepers Association, | fre-
guently have to remind people, that
beekeeping is not just a hobby, but also
a business. Usually a family business.
But what is happening to our bees not
only affects the business of profes-
sional beekeepers but also many other
enterprises as well. Many economic ac-
tivities in turn have an ecological foot-
print on bees and pollinators.

At a time, where shareholder value
seems to trump (no pun intended) all
other values, too much of the time of
the beekeeping associations has to be
devoted to be an external corrective on
dysfunctional corporate governance ig-
norant of their impacts and depend-
ence on bees. This book makes an in-
valuable contribution to encourage a
more holistic thinking and integrated
reporting about such impacts. I'm ex-
tremely grateful for this effort, which
has already sparked new initiatives and
will continue to do so.

This is more than just another book
about bees. This is a catalyst for a more
harmonious relationship between busi-
ness and bees. And harmony is the se-
cret to the incredible performance of
the honey bee colony!
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Even weakened, Europe must respect
the rules of the treaties, including those in
the agricultural sector

For Stéphane GERARD, French farmer living and farming in Poland, both the European Commission and France seem to give up

protecting the European farmers settled in the countries of Central and eastern Europe.

Stéphane GERARD, French farmer living and farming in Poland

rench farms have to face various cri-
Fses and need all their strength to re-

gain their statuts as the first Euro-
pean agricultural power. Yet, French ag-
riculture does not only represent French
farms but a network composed of thou-
sands of farmers who have invested all
around Europe and have chosen to link
their private and professional life with
other countries.

These ambassadors are the essential link
for the French agricultural commercial
fighting force. They show a unique na-
tional knowhow experienced in various
sectors (wine, seed production, fertiliz-

ers, machinery, animal breeds...) which
benefits to the French economy and its
trade balance. Beyond the agricultural
sphere, these farms participate in the im-
plantation of French activities and influ-
ence and give a positive image of the en-
trepreneurial dynamism of France.

However today, some of these invest-
ing farmers have to face new challenges
which question their existence and future
development. On top of that, due of the
rising of populism and the temptation of
protectionism, many European countries,
especially Central and Eastern Europe, are
taking discriminatory actions to expel and

weaken these French expatriate farmers.

Countries which entered the European
Union after the Cold War such as Hungary,
Poland or Slovakia got a transitional peri-
od to avoid an abrupt liberalisation of the
agricultural market. Despite a strict legal
framework, some of these countries mis-
appropriated this alternative and deroga-
tory regime or duly extended it in order to
expropriate farmers from other European
countries and to maintain a discrimina-
tory regime contrary to the fundamental
principles on which EU was created. This
is the case for Poland which voted a law
that excluded 30% of the cultivated area
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of large farms (1085 farms of more than
465 ha) in September 2011 during its tran-
sitional period. This same law requires
applicants to land to provide a certificate
proving a residency on the municipality of
5 years for the Polish and of 10 years for
foreigners.

Furthermore in April 2016, Poland voted a
law forbidding any land selling in order to
extend the transitory period while in the
meantime, Poland had privatized some
of its lands to its population. At the mo-
ment and under pressure from local au-
thorities, the Polish government does not
renew any leases to foreigners.
Obviously, these transitional periods re-
duced the attention of European Insti-
tutions from whom no reaction has been
noticed concerning these discriminatory
measures. The EU itself continued in the
meanwhile on distributing dozens of bil-
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lions in CAP subsidies to these countries.
Indeed, the European Commission did
not try to protect the expropriated farm-
ers’ investments and even rejected com-
plaints sent by these entrepreneurs, ne-
glecting its role to play as the guardian
of freedom of movement and of good in-
vestment conditions.

Even worse, the protective net as a last
resort of the bilateral investment agree-
ments signed by the Member States
among themselves are gradually being
called into question by the same Europe-
an Commission.In the context of negotia-
tions for free trade or investment agree-
ments such as TAFTA, CETA or the ne-
gotiating agreement with China, to end
these agreements is to favor internation-
al investors compared to European inves-
tors. Thus a Chinese or a Canadian could
be compensated in case of expropriation
of his farm, whereas a Frenchman would
not be compensated, whch paradoxically
could incite the “land garbbing” by non-
European investors. It has to be said that
French diplomacy has not been very val-
iant in defending its nationals, whether
through community instruments or bilat-
eral tools.

This situation cannot continue; it calls for
clear answers from Europe and France.
The European Commission has the urgent
task of enforcing respect for the rules of
treaties, including for the agricultural sec-
tor. European farmers need a framework
where discrimination is replaced by sta-
bility allowing development and invest-
ment. The weakening of Europe caused
by Brexit and the rise of protectionism is
no excuse for giving up its DNA; the free
circulation of goods, services and invest-

ments. France itself was already made
aware on this subject by many members
of parliament; it has to take better care
of its expats in the same way as the de-
termined diplomacy of the Netherlands.
It must speak up about these arbitrary
interpretations of the Membership Trea-
ty and the unfair expropriation meas-
ures. France will never be able to reclaim
its statute as first agricultural nation of
Europe if it doesn’t double its efforts to
associate itself with a strong and active
diplomacy towards producers in France or
elsewhere in Europe.

The article was published in French, in the ‘Le
Monde économie”, 11.10.2016; all rights re-
served.

(red.)

Since many years ELO is actively en-
gage in the debate about Land access
and property rights. We endorse the
European Commission’s finding that
land is a finite resource which is already
under much pressure as a result of cli-
mate change, soil erosion and over-ex-
ploitation. We believe that the debate
around small vs large farmers is irrela-
vant, as this is not a question about
whether one is better than the other,
but rather wheter or not the enterprise
is profitable or not.

We will continue to take an active part
in that discussion also in 2017. If you
wish to join us don’t hesitate to con-
tact us.

(red).

©S.Gérard 2016
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SAVE THE DATE

E A Where agriculture &

environment meet

FORUM FOR THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 — Square, Brussels

www.forumforagriculture.com

Diary dates

10 January 2017, European Parliament,
Brussels

CAP - Out of the box thinking; Lunch
debate chaired by MEP Karl-Heinz
FLORENZ, opening address by Janez
POTOCNIK

www.elo.org

20 January, Berlin

The Cork 2.0 Declaration - from reflection
to action
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/
events/cork-20-declaration-reflection-
action_en

20 - 29 January, Berlin

International Green Week
www.gruenewoche.de

25 January, Reims, France

FFA regional event in France
www.ffafrance.eventbrite.com

Qs
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ELO

European Landowners' Organization

28 March, Brussels

10" Forum for the Future of Agriculture
www.forumforagriculture.com

7 February, European Parliament,
Brussels

Intergroup “Biodiversity, Hunting,
Countryside”: Exchange of views on the
use of farmland in the EU

www.elo.org

27 - 29 March, Brussels

3 days around FFA 2017 (for ELO
members only)
www.elo.org
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