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Protected Natural Areas and Private Property:

the development of the Natura 2000 network in
Spain and successful examples

In Madrid, on the 21st June, the European Landowners’ Organization, together with its Spanish member APROCA and

the ARTEMISAN foundation, organized a Conference dedicated to the management of private property in Natural Protected Areas.

The conference was hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Food and Environment and with the support

WE act for biodiversity

iguel Angel RIESGO PABLO, Pres-
Mident of the FEGA, the Spanish

Agrarian Guarantee Fund, opened
the event and set the frame of the discus-
sion, explaining that 27% of Spanish ter-
ritory is labelled Natura 2000 (account-
ing for 13.7 million Ha) of which more than
50% belongs to private landowners. As
such, landowners are key agents for the
management and conservation of this
land, as well as in supporting the imple-
mentation of Natura 2000regulations. The
Natura 2000 criteria seek not only the con-
servation of biodiversity and its ecosys-
tem services but also the socio-economic
development of the area, including the in-
habitants and the owners.

Gabriel LODARES, ELO Vice-president,
explained ELO’s role as the voice of rural
landowners in Europe, being represent-
ed in 45 EU consultation committees and
heard at different European forums. “Eu-
rope is present in the decisions we take eve-
ry day” LODARES said, “we must have a
voice in Europe”. The importance of talking
to Brussels was also underlined by other
speakers during the conference.

Luis Fernando VILLANUEVA, President
of APROCA highlighted the decades of
nature preservation and environmental
stewardship undertaken by private land-
owners, and expressed dissatisfaction
that the Natura 2000 mapping had been

of Syngenta and Friends of the Countryside.

Ana CANOMANUEL, Clara MORENO, ELO

done without considering private own-
ers. Private landowners have a long his-
tory of implementing conservation meas-
ures in their properties, but sustainability
also has to be considered from an econom-
ic point of view.

During the conference, two practical ex-
amples which serve as inspiration for the

compulsory management plans in the Nat-
ura 2000 network, were presented to the
more than 120 delegates attending: the
Wildlife Estates initiative and the Habitat
Banking system.

The Wildlife Estates Label is a quality
recognition for first-class environmental
management and comprises a network of

Angeles PRIETO SANCHEZ, President, Asociacién de Propietarios de la Reserva de Gredos and
Manuel DIAZ BENITO, Director, Reserva Regional de Caza Sierra de Gredos receive their Wildlife
Estates label from Carlos OTERO, President of the Project.
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exemplary estates that voluntarily agreed
to adhere to the philosophy of wildlife
management and sustainable land use.

Carlos OTERO, President of the Wildlife
Estates project, described the consider-
able reach of the project: the label is pre-
sent in 17 countries with 253 territories la-
belled and 45,68% of its surface belongs
to Natura 2000. He also explained to the
delegates the methodology, evaluation,
and indicators used by the project, which
have a scientific basis established accord-
ing to the specific biogeographical regions.

The first panel was dedicated to the anal-
ysis of the Natura 2000 network in Spain.
Spain is the major contributor of biodiver-
sity in the European Union with diverse bi-
ogeographical regions in its territory. Pro-
fessor Alfonso SAN MIGUEL from the Su-
perior School of Rural Engineering at the
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid ex-
plained that experts have agreed that in
orderto reverse the loss of biodiversity and
climate change, actions have to be takenin
zones with the greatest biodiversity den-
sity “We have the obligation to preserve bi-
odiversity”, however, he said “biodiversity
cannot become a burden or an overcharge
for the landowners”.

Owners of protected areas criticise the
number of regulations and the lack of
budget available regionally to cover the
mechanisms foreseen for financial com-
pensations. On a more positive note, Jo-
vita GARCIA COLLADQO, expert in environ-
mental law pointed out that there is a ‘key
momentum’ for the private sector to make
their voice heard, and that the jurispru-
dence is starting to recognise the prejudic-
es and value of private owners.

Habitat Banking was the topic of the sec-
ond panel, this is a new method which
aims to promote the management of pro-
tected areas. The landowners are look-
ing forward to see this initiative fully im-
plemented, because it will allow them to
start improvements that they would pre-
viously not have been able to afford. Pro-
gress that they know will improve the envi-
ronment and biodiversity in their land, but
they couldn’t achieve because of a lack of
investment.

Luis Mariano GONZALEZ, Director Gener-
al at the Ministry, described the origins of
Habitat Banking and explained that this in-
itiative has already been included in Span-
ish legislation as a way to incentivize pri-
vate property through ecological compen-
sation. The panel then discussed possible
room for improvement, for example look-
ing at the United States, where the system
is already successfully established.

Santos JORNA, coordinator of the ‘strat-
egy 2030’ in the region of Extremadura,
highlighted the importance of communi-
cation: “We have been conserving biodiver-
sity for years”, he said “the challenge is to
explain it to the people”. ‘Strategy 2030’
actions include active citizen participation
and a strong focus on education with the
aim of guiding the region towards a sus-
tainable and circular economy.

At the end of the conference, Carlos OTE-
RO awarded two new estates, “Dehesa
del Guijo de los Frailes” and “Reserva Re-

gional de Caza Sierra de Gredos,” with the
Wildlife Estates Label, for their exemplary
management, landscape conservation and
support of biodiversity.

Antonio MELGAREJO, Vice-president of
the Friends of the Countryside, thanked
participants, panellists and sponsors for
their participation in the successful con-
ference, and closed the event with some
inspiring words about Europe: “We used
to fight in wars, now we fight in the Parlia-
ment”.

DEMOAGRO 2017 takes place in a
Friends of the Countryside’s Estate
in Spain

The Spanish delegation of the Friends of the Countryside got together on the
occasion of DEMOACGRO, the Agri-machinery showcasing event that took place
this year on May 9-10 in the Estate of Antonio MELGAREJO, Vice-president of the
Friends of the Countryside, in San Clemente, Cuenca. The 3rd edition of DE-
MOAGRO received more than 15,000 visitors who could experience 800 tractors
working in the 120 Ha of field where more than 100 brands exposed their latest
machinery innovations.

Thierry de 'ESCAILLE, ELO Secretary General met with the Spanish members and
presented the projects and achievements of ELO and FCS, at the European level,
to the more than 40 delegates in attendance. The Spanish members had the op-
portunity to discuss and share their concerns with the Secretary General.

Alexander RIGAMONTI from LGT Private Banking explained his commitment
to the FCS, and stressed how both organizations share the same philosophy to

maintain the countryside.

The marquises of MELGAREJO, not only offered their facilities to organise the
meeting, but also invited the attendees to a wonderful lunch, where the partici-
pants could further discuss the subjects addressed during the morning.
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» POLLENIZ

Country

The role of health organizations in the management
of Invasive Alien Species
Pays de la Loire (France) : a case study

r 1

In 2010, les Etats Généraux du Sanitaire, a
public health and food safety forum organ-
ized by the French Ministry of Agriculture,
unveiled a new health policy in which the
government sought greater involvement
of both professional and non-profession-
al stakeholders in the management of the
animal and plant-based health sectors.
This led, in 2014, to the nomination of two
public health bodies in each French region,
known as organismes a vocation sanitaire
(0VS), to deal with the animal and plant
worlds respectively.

For decades the POLLENIZ network has
worked towards the protection of the
health status of plants and plant prod-
ucts; it was therefore a logical contender
for the position of OVS for the Loire region.
In March 2014, the Ministry of Agriculture
confirmed this by ministerial decree. Gain-
ing OVS status served to reinforce many
elements already existent within the net-
work:

* The network welcomes all plant and
plant product producers, whether they
are agricultural professionals or pro-
fessional resellers, gardeners, ama-
teur gardeners, allotment owners, local
communities, or owners of green spac-
es etc.

+ ltinitiates regional prevention, surveil-
lance and regulated pest management
measures, as well as countering health
hazards and harmful organisms.

* The implementation of its actions pro-
grams is motivated by the negative
impacts of these diseases and pests
on agricultural production and / or the
environment, and the preservation of
public health.

The network has a considerable experience
in the monitoring and management of ani-
mal and plant species whose adverse im-
pacts are often cross-sectional in nature,
that is to say they affect agriculture, the
environment and public health. This had
led to POLLENIZ’s interest in invasive non-
native species. The European regulation on
the ‘Prevention and Management of the
Introduction and Spread of Invasive Alien

Species,” and the related implementing
regulations, sets out alist of IAS in Europe
(July 2016 and July 2017) and highlights the
importance of mitigating risk, surveillance
for early detection and rapid reaction, in
preventing the spread of a species.

Various regional actions carried out by the
POLLENIZ network illustrate its ability to
invest in the natural management of IAS
in order to preserve the local landscape, to
enhance human activity and support the
regional economy.

POLLENIZ has organized and coordinated
collective surveillance and management
actions to manage the populations of two
such species, the nutria and the muskrat.
These two rodents have become fully ac-
climatized to the local landscape and the
oceanic climate. Population levels are very
high. The control strategy for these pests
is based on trapping, relying on a net-
work of trappers, with an annual reported
catch of 300,000 individuals. This strat-
egy has been strongly supported by lo-
cal and regional authorities but with glob-
al temperature increase as a result of cli-
mate change, winter temperatures are no
longer acting as a brake, meaning longer
breeding seasons and increased numbers.
What was once an efficient solution to the
problem has now reached it limits; techni-

Marc PONDAVEN, Director general - Gérald GUEDON, Scientific Director

cally as well as financially. A new strategy
for surveillance, prevention and control is
therefore under development.

A regional plan was initiated in 2009
against the Asian hornet as soon as the
first nest appeared. This has slowed the
insect’s progression to the north of the re-
gion but was not enough to stop it. A re-
gional action plan has evolved in response
to local authorities and the general public
concerned by the presence of this exot-
ic wasp. The measures, primarily nest de-
struction, have reduced the pressure on
the native bee and wasp populations and
has helped to keep the hornet’s population
under control.

In recent years, a partnership with the Re-
gional Health Agency has been established
in order to implement a regional action
program for the prevention, surveillance
and control of animal or plant species that
threaten public health. Some examples of
these include the common ragweed, giant
hogweed, jimsonweed, stinging caterpil-
lars, the nutria and the freshwater musk-
rat in public bathing sites. In each of these
action programs the principles of early de-
tection, rapid response and the long-term
follow-up of control operations have been
fully applied.

RAE (rodents)

Asian hornet

Some numbers in 2016

Giant Hogweed

e

Common Ragweed

o
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Second Alpine
Natura 2000
Seminar

The Alpine region has very rich and di-
verse biodiversity. As stated by DG ENVI
almost two thirds of the plants on the
European continent are present here;
and Altogether, 105 habitat types, 97
plants and 134 animal species listed in
the Habitats Directive are found in the
Alpine region.

In order to discuss the forms of joint ac-
tions and concrete areas of cooperation
which can be developed to optimise the
contribution of Natura 2000 to achieving
the favourable conservation status of Al-
pine habitats and species of Community
importance Natura 2000 experts, includ-
ing ELO members, met in Padova, Italy
on 21-23 June.

The seminar was organized around four
‘Thematic Working Groups':

- Setting conservation status, objec-
tives and priorities (setting restora-
tion priorities, including the ‘low hang-
ing fruit’ approach, interpretation of
habitats, favourable reference values,
etc.)

- Conservation measures and their ef-
fectiveness (approaches to integrated
planning, effective Natura 2000 gov-
ernance structures, participatory ap-
proaches, etc.)

- Monitoring and evaluation (ways to
monitor and evaluate the effective-
ness of conservation measures, etc.)

- Addressing pressures & threats to Al-
pine habitats and species (ways to as-
sess and mitigate negative impacts,
dealing with ecological connectivity,
etc.).

\
NATURA 2000

Wildlife conservation success
story- Operation Re-Wild

Some time back in war torn Mozambigue,
destroyed the entire animal population in
the Zinave National Park. Sango, a 60,000
hectare wildlife sanctuary in the Savé Val-
ley Conservancy has donated some 2,000
wild animals to Zimbabwe's southern Af-
rican neighbor.

Sango in the Save Valley Conservancy is
supported by the International Council
for Game and Wildlife Conservation (CIC),
and at the end of 2016 it received the CIC's
Markhor Award for outstanding conser-
vation efforts and for exemplary protec-
tion of endangered species. The Mark-
hor Award is both a distinction as well as
an obligation, which was demonstrated
at the launch of the first part of initiative
“Re-Wild” on 18 June 2017.

Initiative “Re-Wild”, an initiative that was
spearheaded by Peace Parks Foundation,
is one of the largest relocation projects
for wild animals in southern Africa, start-
ed in the middle of June 2017 and contin-
ue into 2019. Over the three years, more
than 6,000 animals, including hundreds
of elephants, giraffes, zebras and wilde-
beests from the Sango Wildlife Conserv-
ancy in south-eastern Zimbabwe make
the 600-km journey to their new home in
Zinave National Park in Mozambique. The
park is being developed through a co-man-
agement agreement between the Mozam-
bique Government and Peace Parks Foun-
dation.

The goal of initiative “Re-Wild” is to help
develop Zinave into a tourist destination.
Ideally situated close to one of Mozam-
bique’s tourism development nodes, the
Vilanculos-Bazaruto Archipelago, Zinave,
once restocked and developed, could be-
come sought-after by tourists. This mam-
moth project is spearheaded by the gov-
ernments of Mozambique and Zimbabwe,
as partners to the Great Limpopo Trans-
frontier Conservation Area (TFCA), of
which Zinave is an important component.
The wildlife is kindly donated by Sango
Wildlife Conservancy, which enjoys a sur-
plus in wild animal populations thanks to
its successful, sustainable measures, use
and wildlife management. The transloca-
tions is funded by Peace Parks Foundation.

“Sango’s 25-year success story in the Savé
Valley Conservancy in Zimbabwe amaz-

es even us,” says Wilfried PAB-
ST, founder of the Sango Wild-
life Conservancy and an active
CIC member. Although converting a cat-
tle farm into an exemplary nature conser-
vation area of this size costs a lot of time,
energy and money, “this process is a beau-
tiful and fulfilling task,” comments PAB-
ST, while adding: “Nothing shows our eco-
logical success mare than our gift of over
6,000 animals to re-establish the Zinave
National Park in Mozambique.” And this
success proves him right. The sustainable
and responsible use of nature and the ani-
mal population by the Sango Wildlife Con-
servancy laid the foundation for one of the
largest resettlements of wild animals in
Africa in the modern age, initiative “Re-
Wild”.

CIC Team

SANGO

o

Telemak
c0o 00O " - -

webcast

streaming
video services

Contact:
Emmanuel De Groef

manu.de.groef@telemak.com
www.telemak.com
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Enhancing entrepreneurship in rural areas
via European projects

ELO is involved in several projects supported by EU funding. We are presenting you the state of play of some of them. If you would

like to obtain additional information please contact Servane MORAND at servane.morand®@elo.org

FEAL:
teaching entrepreneurial
skills to young farmers

N
FE@DL

On the 29 and 30* June, the FEAL con-
sortium gathered for the 2" transnation-
al meeting in Augsburg, Germany.

The FEAL (Multifunctional Farming for
the Sustainability of European Agricul-
tural Landscapes) project targets rural
entrepreneurs, providing a training sys-
tem based on Case Studies and an E-at-
las of European Agricultural Landscapes.
The aim is to teach entrepreneurial skills
to young farmers and enhance sustaina-
ble entrepreneurship in rural areas.

During the two day event, the partners
presented their national reports on agri-
cultural landscapes, worked on the ques-

(red.)

tionnaire for the selection of best practic-
es, and planned the next steps.

A visit was organized to the Family Farm
Liebert in Wertingen, which follows a
clear concept of organic goat keeping for
milk and meat production, using their
own meadows as well as rented land. The
sustainable use of these grasslands by
projects such as Liebert, which are in part
protected natural areas, contributes to
the improvement and maintenance of lo-
cal landscape and biodiversity (flora and
fauna). The Liebert Family Farm has al-
ready started a regional direct-marketing
campaign for their high-quality produce
and have since scaled up their production.

The next FEAL meeting is scheduled to
take place in Slovenia at the Biotehniski
center, Naklo, (BC Naklo) in November
2017.

Project N°:2016-1-SK01-KA202-022502
Website: www.feal-future.org

Twitter: @FEAL_ERASMUS

Facebook: FEAL

Rt Funded by the
LM Erasmus+ Programme
*oxx of the European Union

HOF uND
i LEBEN '
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GAL

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

AgriDemo:
deepening the understanding
of effective farm activities

b
N
E\‘&‘ FARMER DIERMMg

The second meeting of the AgriDemo-
F2F project took place at the James Hut-
ton Institute in Aberdeen, Scotland in
June 2017. The main objective of AgriDe-
mo-F2F is to enhance peer-to-peer learn-
ing within the commercial farming com-
munity. This project is being carried out
in collaboration with the PLAID project
to create synergies and maximize impact.

Over three days of interactive sessions
the consortia worked on the technical de-
velopment of the ‘Demonstration Farms’
inventory, the Data Collection Plan and
the Dissemination Plan. The partners also
discussed the structure, functions and ef-
fectiveness of the analytical framework
created to characterize farmer-to-farmer
learning approaches.

The meeting concluded with two field
visits to an agricultural college and a lo-
cal farm.

The next meeting will take place in Vien-
nain January 2018.

Website: www.agridemo-h2020.eu
Facebook: AgridemoF2F

This project has received funding from
the European Union's Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme
under grant agreement No 728061

The European Commission is not responsible
for any uploaded or submitted content. Such
content expresses the views of its author(s)
only.
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CO-FARM:
enhancing
cooperation initiatives

C@FARM

On the 18" and 19t of May, the second
meeting of the COFARM project took
place in Augsburg, Germany.

The COFARM project seeks to develop a
flexible training system based on Case
Studies that will provide the skills and
knowledge to farming entrepreneurs, ru-
ral landowners and farmers to implement
cooperation initiatives.

Taking place over two days, the consor-
tium worked on the project’s next steps
and presented the national cooperation
reports for each country in the working

group.

To illustrate the cooperation amongst
farming entrepreneurs, an excursion was
organized to a dairy farm in Ettringen
held by Manfred KOGEL. This entrepre-
neur is cooperating on various aspects of
the endeavor, such as management of his
grassland by other entrepreneurs, and the
delivery of fodder. He's also cooperating
with a cattle breeding society. This allows
him to focus 100% of his energy on his
herd of cows, their health and their per-
formance. Itis a very clear concept of spe-
cialization, based on cooperation, which
leads not only to economic success but
also to gains in terms of time, land use
and output. Cooperative specialization
also frees ‘entrepreneurial market space’
allowing those with good ideas to provide
for the needs of others.

The next COFARM meeting will take place

in Slovenia at the Biotehniski center Nak-
lo (BC Naklo) in September 2017.

Project N°: 2016-1-1E01-KA202-016870
Website: www.cofarm-erasmus.eu
Twitter: @COFARM_ERASMUS
Facebook: CoFarm

- fmmm _j% m
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projects

Supported by the Erasmus+ pro-
gramme of the European Union

The European Commission is not responsible
for any uploaded or submitted content. Such
content expresses the views of its author(s)
only.

Water2REturn launching :
turning waste water into
added-value products :

In July, the consortium Water2REturn,
made up of 15 members and coordinated
by BIOAZUL, launched a new project that
will demonstrate the technological and
economic viability of recovering and recy-
cling nutrients from slaughterhouse resi-
dues, transforming them into high value
products with a wide range of agricultural
applications.

W?2R is an initiative which aims to pro-

mote the use of nitrate and phosphate
compounds recovered from the live-
stock value chain as organic fertiliser. In
an increasingly robust EU circular econo-
my, nutrients and bio-stimulants com-
ing from livestock waste and by-prod-
ucts can contribute significant added val-
ue. In addition, an innovative fermenta-
tion process involving the hydrolysation
of waste liquids will allow the production
of biostimultants. This process is comple-
mented by proven technologies such as
biological aeration systems, membrane
technologies, algal technologies and an-
aerobic processes for bio-methane pro-
duction, all of which are combined in an
integrated monitoring control tool that
will improve the quality of data on nutri-
ent flows.

The project promotes synergies between
food production and sustainable agricul-
ture, and proposes innovative business
models which will open up new market
opportunities for European industries
and Small Medium Enterprises (SMEs).
Using the experience of research centres,
universities and private sector stakehold-
ers, the coalition will help provide Europe-
an society with a concrete solution to re-
duce livestock sector waste, in particular
at slaughterhouse level.

Grant Agreement: 730398

Website : www.water2return.eu (under
development)

Twitter: @Water2Return

This project has received funding
from the European Union’s H2020 Re-
search & Innovation programme un-
der grant agreement N° 730398.
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Diary dates

6 September, Biodiversity, Hunting
and Countryside Intergroup, European
Parliament, Brussels

Young hunters: Securing a future for
Europe’s biodiversity; with a keynote
speech by Karmenu VELLA, Commissioner
for Environment, Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

www.elo.org

5-7 September, Finsterwalde, Germany

FORBIO: 3rd Progress Meeting,
Information day and Study tour
www.forbio-project.eu

11 September, Castelo Branco, Portugal

Workshop on critical factors in the
profitability of the maritime pine (Pinus
pinaster)

www.unac.pt

19-21 September, Bucharest

WE Plenary Session: How can nature
management plans give a boost to nature
and biodiversity conservation?
www.wildlife-estates.eu

21-23 September, Lille, France

28th European Council for Rural Law
www.cedr.org

25-27 September, Espoo, Finland

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process
thematic networking event: ‘improving
natural sites - joining forces and prioritising
conservation actions’, taking place at
Eurosite Annual Meeting
www.eurosite.org

27 September, Brussels

Implementing Natura 2000 in forests:
lessons learned and looking ahead, by
European Forest Institute
www.efi.int

9-13 October, Warsaw

4th European Forest Week and 75th
session of the ECE Committee on Forests
and the Forest Industry (COFFI) and the
39th session of the FAQ European Forestry
Commission (EFC)
http://www.unece.org/forests/
las2017#/

10 October, Paris

Third annual EU conference on EAFRD
financial instruments for agriculture and
rural development in 2014-2020
www.fi-compass.eu

The Scienc

The Science and Practice of
and Practice Landscape Stewardship

Edited by Claudia BIELING,
Universitdt Hohenheim, Stuttgart and
Tobias PLIENINGER,

University of Copenhagen

Cambridge University Press

Hardback 978-1-107-14226-8

Improving the dynamic relationship between
humanity and environment is a pressing issue
and landscapes embody this tight intercon-
nectedness, serving as unique sustainability
learning hubs and showcased by the rise of
place-based and holistic landscape steward-
ship initiatives worldwide. This

book explores the principles of landscape stewardship and their application in fields
such as agriculture, ecological restoration and urban green infrastructure, provid-
inginsights into the potential benefits and challenges of landscape stewardship and
identifying future paths for the science and practice of landscape-related sustaina-
bility efforts. Aligning analytical and practical perspectives, this text brings together
contributions from leading scholars in the field and innovative models of landscape
stewardship from around the world, making it an essential resource for anyone inter-
ested in sustainable transformations of human-nature relationships.

For more information visit www.cambridge.org

16 October, Brussels, EU Commission,
CHARLEMAGNE building

Harnessing Research and Innovation for
FOOD 2030: A Science Policy Dialogue
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm

30-31October, Sofia

REVAB 5th Transnational meeting in
Bulgaria
http://www.revab-erasmus.eu

7-8 November, Bydgoszcz, Poland

4th European Congress of Agribusiness
Managers
www.kongresagrobiznesu.pl

28 November, Sofia

ELQO General Assembly
www.elo.org

29 November, Sofia

FFA regional Bulgaria (+FFA2017 logo)
www.forumforagriculture.com
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