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Private landowners, what role for Europe’s nature?

he first speaker was Humberto DEL-
TGADD ROSA, Director Natural Capi-

tal, European Commission who out-
lined the issue. He noted that nature is
slowly eroding and losing biodiversity. He
proposed several ideas to help EU reach
some of its 2020 goals, including trust
building with private landowners, tak-
ing into account the psychology of land-
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owners, and providing them with admin-
istrative support. He was hopeful that in
2020, future agreements would bring in
more private landowners and other peo-
ple to the table.

The next two panelists presented a glob-
al perspective to the issue. Jim LEV-
ITT of International Land Conservation
Network, mentioned how in the Unit-
ed States, the public, private, and civic
(NGOs) sectors all work together to pro-
tect nature for the public good. He gave
a history of conservancy in the United
States, including the first publicly sup-
ported park in the world, the Boston
Common which dated back to 1634. Oth-
er important conservancy events were in
1891 when Boston created the first re-
gional land trust (today known as the
Trustee of Reservation) and 1981, when
the Internal Revenue Service began giv-
ing tax deductions for conservation ease-
ments. He was also optimistic about the
future, explaining that the United States
has been continuously accelerating pri-
vate land protection.

Marianne KLEIBERG, with The Nature
Conservancy, was the other present-
er with a global perspective. The Nature
Conservancy is the largest land conser-

vation organization in the world, with
over 1400 nature preserves and around
1,5 million hectares of easements. Since
the 1950s, TNC has used new tools like
conservation easements to help US land
conservation grow. She explained that
the public and private sectors need each
other for land conservancy to be success-
ful, and that good science is important
in creating appropriate policies. She was
hopeful that a new EU biodiversity plan
would help conservation efforts in the
future and thanked ELO for the work that
they do.

The next presentation was a dual presen-
tation with Anne-Sophie MULIER of ELO
and Dr. Tilmann DISSELHOFF of the Euro-
pean Land Conservation Network (ELCN)
- NABU on building networks for private
land conservation in Europe. They men-
tioned the importance of building net-
works for private land conservation as
more than 60% of the land under Nat-
ura 2000 is privately owned. It was also
mentioned that most EU Member States
already have a range of active voluntary
programmes whereby landowners and
land managers can receive payments and
other benefits for participation in land
management agreements for conserva-
tion purposes. As an example, two recent
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successes were shortly introduced includ-
ing the Flemish nature legislation, which
gives private landowners exactly the
same benefits as NGOs in governmen-
tal conservation support, and the Wild-
life Estate Label, a European label giving
public recognition to Estates that work
and support land and nature conservan-
cy. However, many of those conservation
programs in Europe are relatively new or
even unknown to European private land-
owners. In some cases, they may not even
exist in regional or national laws and poli-
cies.

With the « Land is For Ever » Life+ project,
which was explained by Ms. MULIER, the
aim is to expand the use of private land
conservation methods and approaches in
the EU. Through dialogue with landown-
ers and field tests in different EU mem-
ber states, this project intends to develop
recommendations for new and more ef-
fective private land conservation policies
and show how those policies can be rolled
out effectively at a larger scale. This bot-
tom-up approach to policy development
makes the project unique and gives the
recommendations that emerge a great
chance of success in the future. Doing so,
this project builds a network of individu-
al private landowners engaged in private
land conservation in Europe which works
in close cooperation with the Life+ ELCN
project. The ELCN Life+ project was in-
troduced by Dr. DISSELHOF. He showed
amap of all the different NGOs that came
together to form ELCN, and explained
how they are building connections. It was
explained that ELCN focuses on organiza-
tions while LIFE focuses on landowners.
Together, they gave a definition of pri-
vate land conservation, the importance of
having the two networks today and how
they are closely working together. Their
takeaway message was that the engage-
ment of both individual private landown-
ers as well as conservation organisations
is extremely important if we really want
to halt biodiversity loss.

Dr. Stig JOHANSSON, Director, Parks &
Wildlife Finland, gave a member state
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perspective. In Finland, all protective ar-
eas are managed as one, and there is one
national agency that runs them all. He
noted that 80 percent of Finland is forest,
and half of that land is privately owned.
Of the 4.6 million hectares of protect-
ed land, 95 percent is state owned. With
such a large amount of nature and forest
in the country, it is important to have an
effective plan. Landowners are compen-
sated for the land that they put under
conservancy, giving them incentive to be
proactive. The ability to make up to 20-
year contracts also helps to ensure that
the efforts are consistent and long-last-

ing.

The final speaker was Angelo SALSI, head
of the LIFE Nature Unit, European Com-
mission. He gave a unique story about
a landowner in central lowa, who sacri-
ficed millions of dollars in profit, to cre-
ate a land easement, allowing families to
enjoy nature in the area for generations
to come. He hoped that future projects in
the European Union are so forward think-
ing and he thanked the entire panel.

Collectively, the panel took numerous
questions from attendees, including pri-
vate landowners, and Landelijk Vlaan-
deren. These guestions included discus-
sions on budget, an explanation of a bot-
tom-up approach, a comparison of poli-
cies of the European Union and the Unit-
ed States Department of Agriculture, and
the importance of government working
with private landowners. The final state-
ment was one of optimism and a positive
look towards the future.
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Diary dates

19 March, European Parliament,
7pm-9.30pm

2019 European Tree of The Year Award
Ceremony, hosted by RNDr. Pavel POC
MEP

www.elo.org

5 April, European Committee of the
Regions, Brussels

Conference on brownfield redevelopment
in the EU, hosted by DG Environment
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/
brownfield-redevelopment-eu-
2019-apr-05_en

8 April, the Residence Palace, Brussels

Pre-FFA events organised by ELO and the
RISE Foundation
www.elo.org

9 April, the Square, Brussels

Forum for the Future of Agriculture:
The next generation
www.forumforagriculture.com

9 April, Brussels

Soil Award awarding ceremony
www.elo.org

24 April, Brussels

Co-Farm (Erasmus+) final conference
www.cofarm-erasmus.eu

multifunctional Farming for the sustainability
of European Agricultural Landscapes
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of the FEAL project.
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Date: 6th May 2019
Time: 14h -18h

Location: EESC, room JDE 62

There will be tea and coffee followed by some light

refreshments and networking
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After the ECJ:

The Future of Plant Breeding in Europe

On the 9th of January, the ELO held its annual Innovation Conference, this year with the theme of the future of seed breeding tech-
nology in Europe after the ECJ ruling that these should mostly be classified as GMO and fall under that legal framework.

Innovation conference 4 3

Annie SCHREIJER-PIERIK MEP opened
the event by noting the future challeng-
es of agriculture and food systems in Eu-
rope which include climate change, more
demands on limited land, growing pest
and disease pressures. “Science’ she not-
ed ‘can help us face all these challenges’
and the MEP showed her frustration with
the decision of the court to limit European
access to seed breeding technologies that
could be part of the solution.

Prof. Huw JONES of the University of Ab-
erystwyth delivered the keynote address,
in which he demonstrated to the audience
that there are real scientific differenc-
es between the classic GM technologies
that were developed in the 1980s and ‘30s
and the new generation of seed breeding
that has been made possible today. Prof.
JONES further warned the audience that
other parts of the world, including the
US and China, would be moving swiftly
ahead with implementing these technol-
ogies and that this could cause serious is-
sues with regards to imports, as the end
product of gene-edited crops would not be
easily identifiable, unlike the current gen-
eration of GM technology. He ended his re-
marks by calling on a revision of the GM
Directive that would take into account the
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EC) decision while also expanding room for
a more nuanced regulatory system that is
tailored to individual products.

During the first panel, Rene CUSTERS of
the Brussels-based VIB warned that a
strict interpretation of the court’s wish-
es would result in blocks even for re-
search purposes, noting that Flemish au-
thorities had already requested additional
data from his current research project, and
forced him to reclassify it as a GMO tri-
al. This was supported by Marc van MON-
TAGU, Emeritus Professor, who noted that
the ECJ decision would have negative con-
sequences for scientific research in Europe
and that “the future, as | see It, is that we
will use GM everywhere. It is not question
of if, but when”.

The consequences of the ruling for inter-
national trade in particular was of con-
cern to both speakers and the audience as
the end-results of the new seed breeding
technologies would be indistinguishable at
a European port of entry from non-treated
crops. Both Prof. JONES and Dr. CUSTERS
noted that it would be nearly impossible
to develop a tracking system for all new
seed varieties, and that it would also not
be required for non-EU countries to even
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institute such a system. Both noted that
the most immediate effects could be a la-
belling system that tracks and traces from
the non-EU farm to its final destination,
but that such a system would be incredibly
complex and open to abuse.

During the second session, Robert GRAV-
ELAND, R&D Director at the Dutch seed
breeder ZHPC noted that his company was
already working at home and in Singapore
with the new breeding techniques such as
CRISPR, and employed almost 400 people.
He urged the farming and scientific com-
munity to work on their communication
and emphasize the advantage of these
techniques, and called on regulators to cre-
ate a better set of definitions between dif-
ferent categories of seed breeding. In this
he was supported by Gonzalo PASTRANA,
a young farmer from Spain, who requested
more room in Europe for new techniques
to help his farm cope with climate change.

The ELO would like to thank
Annie SCHREIJER-PIERIK MEP and
her team for hosting this event
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Strengthening the position of family historic houses in Europe.
Keeping track of the project ‘Heritage Houses for Europe’

The project awarded to ELO, the European Historic Houses and IDEA Consult aims to ‘unleash the potential of heritage houses’
- Thierry de I'ESCAILLE ‘It is a unique opportunity for our historic houses owners to show the reality of the management of such
houses to the wider public’ - Alfonso PALLAVICINI

The study aims at assessing the added value
of family-owned heritage houses in Europe;
as well as identifying innovative business
models.

One of the main added values of this pro-
ject was identified by participants of its
first workshop on November 6, 2018: it is
the first ever Study which aims to have
a European overview and to address the
challenges of heritage houses at the Eu-
ropean level. It aims at having an encom-
passing vision.

To achieve such level of understanding, the
project rests on two pillars:

e An improved understanding of the so-
cio-economic, cultural, environmental
impact of heritage houses

¢ Theidentification and analysis of inno-
vative business models supporting the
sustainable preservation of heritage
houses.

More than 1000 replies
to our survey

The survey we launched at the end of De-
cemberto gatherinformation directly from
owners on these two aspects made us real-
ize how much this Study was needed, and
also how much enthusiasm it sparked. We
gathered over 1000 replies coming from 28
European countries.

This survey and the exploratory interviews
we carried out confirmed that owners-man-
agers are at the cornerstone of the preser-
vation of heritage houses. They put in their
personal involvement, responsibility, time,
passion, care, soul, take the risks and create
value. ‘Managing a heritage house is a life-
time job, you need to think long term’ said
one of the interviewees.

Lucie MARET, European Historic Houses

However, heritage houses and their owners
are part of a wider scheme and the environ-
ment with which they interact. The follow-
ing factors include most of the characteris-
tics that are found with a business owner:

¢ Working with public authorities and be-
ing regarded as ‘full partners’

¢ (reating a connection with the local
communities, and ensuring public sup-
port

* Developing relevant skills and life-long
learning trainings

* Being able to use and adapt the house
within a certain framework to warrant
proper funding and maintenance

Addressing the discrepancies
across Europe with pan-European
networks of historic houses

One of our first postulates in starting this
project is that the situation of heritage
houses varies widely across Europe, from
country to country and from houses lo-
cated in urban or rural areas. A way of ad-
dressing these discrepancies, and to miti-
gate the impact of the aforementioned
external factors - which has risen from the
discussions taking place within this pro-
ject - would be to foster collaboration, no-
tably through the creation of networks of
heritage houses. Another important point
would be that heritage houses receive the
appropriate attention from the public and
hence lawmakers - something we hope to
achieve with this project.

Help us unleash the potential of the
sector. Get involved !

* Subscribe to the project newsletter
* Read the first workshop report

¢ Join us for the final Conference in
Brussels on September 24, 2019
(Agenda will be available soon
online)

¢ Visit the website https://www.
europeanlandowners.org/heri-
tage-houses-for-europe/

¢ Getintouch with the project team:
Marie.orban®@elo.org or [.maret@
europeanhistorichouses.eu.

EUROPEAN *

Historic Housgs

We believe that if these two elements i.e.
‘internal’ -the owners and their houses -
and ‘external’ - the whole environment
surrounding them - come together in
a positive way, we can ensure a bright
future for heritage houses in Europe. This
is what we will try to achieve with our
Study and the policy recommendations
it will feature, as well as the tools we will
create for owners.

Innovative business
models ta support
sustainable
preservation

COMMUNICATE WITH US.

Interested in the project?

Contact marie.orban®elo.org.

Follow us on social media for regular updates
on the project & activities of the Associations!

European Historic Houses Association

n European Historic Houses Association
Y @EHHA2016#EuropeForCulture
www.europeanhistorichouses.eu
X info@europeanhistorichouses.eu

@europeanhistorichouses
European Landowners’ Organization
n www.facebook.com/europeanlandowners/

. 4 @EULandownersOrg

AN
www.europeanlandowners.org
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& environment meet Tuesday, April 9, 2019
for an open dialogue

FORUM FOR THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE Sq uare, Brussels

. ! E A Where agriculture FFA2019 : The next generation

= = Since 2008, the Forum for the
S = Future of Agriculture has become
the key Brussels event on agriculture
and the environment. It provides
: A, 3 - o a unique platform for ideas and
Ry ST o : discussion on a range of issues from
= p ¥ policy reform to innovative practices
Y Y " T in the field. We look forward to
P . welcoming you to FFA2019 to
discuss the next generation.

-
|

8 reasons to register
Join our Chairman Janez Potocnik and speakers including:

Ertharin Cousin : ':! =\ Philippe Lamberts
,, 12th Executive Director, United o A Belgian MEP,
'4_- Nations World Food Programme U o Co-chair of the Greens/EFA group,
- 2 (2012-2017) { Ska Keller
- B
p Miguel Arias Caiiete »m Teleri Fielden
Commissioner for Climate Action - First generation farmer/shepherdess,
and Energy, European Commission = Llyndy Isaf Farm, Wales
Phil Hogan
o : - Mette Lykke
EU Commissioner for Agriculture B3 CEO, Too Good To Go
and Rural Development %

Galina Peycheva-Miteva
Farmer, Bulgaria

\ Michel Barnier
\ European Chief Negotiator
for the United Kingdom Exiting

the European Union

Register and check the full program on
www.forumforagriculture.com
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