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Flora WINDEBANK, ELO

This event opened with an introduction 
about Intergroup by its President, MEP Al-
varo AMARO. It was followed by MEP Pao-
lo de CASTRO highlighting that the objec-
tives of the Green Deal and Farm to Fork 
strategy must engage in diverse activities 
with a multifunctional approach. 

Tassos HANIOITIS, Director DG AGRI, 
as the keynote speaker focused on how 
farmers can benefit from the digital tran-
sition. He also looked at the need for ef-
fective knowledge exchange and the need 
to make rural areas more attractive. On 
young farmers, he said that as farmers 
of the future, they are the ones who will 
be more open to the demands and pres-
sures of how food is produced and ready 
to adapt. He hoped to see a greater focus 
on counterfactual thinking to observe the 
concrete weaknesses of policies, and syn-
chronisation of policies within the EU.

MEP Jeremy DECERLE then discussed how 
to reinvigorate farming and the agricul-
tural world, suggesting this could be done 
via a higher level of consistency with public 
policies. He expressed concern on demo-
graphics in rural areas: only 5% of farmers 
are under 30 in Europe and more than 50% 
are over 50. He also wanted the CAP, the 
Farm to Fork and Biodiversity strategies 
to prioritise having more men and women 
in the field. His speech finished by saying 
that we should insist on the advantages 
and the qualities of those working in agri-
culture, rather than blaming them.

Doris LETTINA, European Council of Young 
Farmers, discussed the issues facing 
young farmers, including access to land, 
finance and income, and knowledge. She 
emphasised the importance of mentor-
ing and peer-to peer systems for ensuring 
knowledge exchange. A similar topic was 
touched on by Zeno PIATTI, ELO member 
from Austria, who explained that compe-
tition is difficult for young farmers, and 
- along with their position in the value 
chain and financial difficulties – is one of 
the main reasons why it is difficult to at-
tract them. The educational aspect of the 
future generation was discussed by Mona-
Anitta RIIHIMAKI, Hame University, who 
explained the need for a variety of ways 
to achieve a degree. She explained that 
the name of the degree was vital, and that 
young people’s values were playing a large 
role in their studies.

On the question of whether enough is be-
ing done at the EU level to develop edu-
cation, Tassos HANIOTIS said that the 
younger generation is more capable of 
working in a multidisciplinary way and that 
the type of tools older farmers had should 
be made available to them. He empha-
sised that the strongest asset the EU has 
is its diversity. Doris LETTINA also noted 
that lifelong and interdisciplinary learning 
is vital and that in order to innovate, it is 
important to discover new knowledge not 
just from agriculture but from technolo-
gy, economics and other disciplines. Zeno 
PIATTI added that this must be able to 
be translated into farms; he also offered 
suggestions to improve the concentration 
of power such as actively initiating pro-
ducer organisations, making the country-
side and rural areas more appealing for in-
vestment in SMEs, and having a political 
agreement that products from nature do 
have a price.

On the same subject, the panelists agreed 
that the price transparency could help; as 
often they are covering the costs. They 
have also underlined that farmers needed 
to tell their stories about their solutions to 
climate change and the story behind pro-
duction.

MEP Alvaro AMARO closed the discussion 
on an optimistic note; he felt positive for 
farming’s future and highlighted the need 
to prioritise training, better communica-
tion networks, technological progress, ac-
cess to a wider range of information, new 
digital skills and better knowledge of eco-
systems – all of which needed young farm-
ers to be brought into the field in order to 
be effective.

For more information:  
www.biodiversityhuntingcountryside.eu 
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Workshop on the newest JRC report on Agricultural 
Land Market Regulations in the EU Member States

On June 10 ELO, together with the Wageningen University, KU Leuven and the European Commission, organized an  
online workshop to discuss the newest report on data and information on agricultural land market regulations across  

EU Member States, published on April 27.   

Emmanuelle MIKOSZ, ELO

In his welcoming address Thierry de 
l’ESCAILLE (ELO Secretary General) under-
lined that land markets and property rights 
have been and are at the cornerstone of 
ELO activities. The four EU freedoms are 
critical for a profitable rural economy, and 
the fundamental principle remains to se-
cure property rights and the opportunity to 
transfer them to the next generation. He 
underlined how important it is to respect 
EU legislation even if land markets regu-
lations are a MS national competence, and 
therefore welcomed the report published 
in April. He also emphasized that access to 
agricultural land rights must strike a bal-
ance between environmental, economic 
and social equity. 

Paval CIAIAN (JRC) provided a background 
on the report’s motivation, challenges and 
expectations. The study was funded by 
JRC and the European Commission and ex-
ecuted by the Wageningen Economic Re-
search. It’s forthcoming as a JRC report and 
belongs to a wider work carried out by the 
EU Commission covering both the analyses 
of MS land regulatory framework and the 
capitalization of CAP subsidies, and is part 
of the numerous previous studies carried 
out to analyse these crucial topics. With 
land being a key factor for generations with 
numerous benefits, many countries around 

the world introduced measures to protect 
some of its economic and social benefits. 
Looking at the EU, two key policy interven-
tions remain, land market regulations and 
the CAP. Since they are connected, they 
should not be taken separately and their 
impacts need to be analysed jointly, as the 
CAP affects land markets, provides subsi-
dies to the farming sector and has various 
environmental measures that aim to incen-
tivize adoption.

Liesbet VRANKEN (KU Leuven) and Ewa 
TABEAU-KOWALSKA (WEcR), co-authors 
of the study, presented its key observa-
tions and most important findings. Those 
included figures on the rental value of the 
land with major differences between the 
new and old EU member states; varia-
tions in measures to protect tenants and 
landowners or land fragmentation. When      
asked whether there is a link between 
land prices and the take-up rate of certain 
measures, Liesbet VRANKEN explained 
that in her view land prices are determined 
by the quantity of land rather than by regu-
lations; for example, prices are higher in the 
Netherlands because the country is dense-
ly populated, there is a lot of demand, and 
a strong and modern agricultural sector 
drives up prices. But other factors are also 
important, such as capital intensity, which 

also plays a major role. Asked about the 
complexity of the matter Ewa TABEAU-
KOWALSKA shared her point of view be-
lieving that it is obvious there is over-reg-
ulation of land markets. This remains a se-
rious issue when facing the question, who 
will the farmer of the future be? Regulation 
of land markets are one of many factors 
that influence the future in agriculture. In 
many countries, it’s not possible to acquire 
land easily, yet the free movement of farm-
ers across Europe will bring in knowledge 
that is desperately needed, also to face the 
rising  climate issues. 

Ricard RAMON I SUMOY (DG AGRI) em-
phasized the importance of this study, es-
pecially to have a better understanding of 
what’s going on across the EU using com-
mon methodologies via comparing param-
eters. DG AGRI will encourage further dis-
cussion with stakeholders and is planning 
to organize a workshop on the topic this 
Autumn. 

Michael SAYER (ELO special advisor on 
Land Market Regulations), reminded the 
study done by the organization on access 
to land and politics of scale. Land law has 
an important role in enabling the capitali-
zation of the rural economy by the private 
sector rather than the state. The need for 
land market regulations is to free up the 
business structure of the countryside and 
protect the people who can contribute in a 
way that’s going to allow for a better life for 
them, as they’re not tied to the land, but 
also as they make a contribution towards 
net zero emissions.

The workshop was concluded by an in-
depth discussion with the audience, mod-
erated by Jurgen TACK (ELO Scientific Di-
rector). With 27 different national frame-
works there are a number of problems con-
cerning the EU freedoms, specifically free 
movement of capital where land is a form 
of capital. We have to be careful not to 
overregulate the market; liberalized con-
tracts show they are able to stabilize the 
land market. We need to make sure the 
access to land is there not just for existing 
landowners and farmers, but also for fu-
ture ones.  

For more information please visit: 
www.elo.org 
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Innovative nutrient recovery 
from secondary sources –  

Production of high-added value 
FERTilisers from animal  

MANURE

Marie-Christine BERGER, ELO

The FERTIMANURE project is comprised of 20 partners from 
7 EU countries, Argentina, and Chile, which includes univer-
sities, research centres, cluster organisations, public bodies, 
SMEs, and NGOs. They are all involved in the manure research 
sector and cover all aspects of the value chain. FERTIMANURE 
will develop, integrate, test, and validate novel Nutrient Man-
agement Strategies to efficiently recover mineral nutrients 
and other relevant products with agronomic value from ani-
mal manure. The project aims to achieve a zero-waste manure 
management approach and obtain reliable and safe fertilisers 
able to compete in the European fertiliser market.

The FERTIMANURE project partners met on April 28 and 29 
for the 3rd project meeting which was held virtually. As with 
the previous meeting in October 2020 it was held virtually, 
due to the ongoing travel restrictions across the EU. Members 
from the advisory board joined, introduced themselves to the 
consortium and gave advice on the ongoing project activities. 
The meeting provided an opportunity for partners to discuss 
the progress of the project. All work packages were discussed 
with particular emphasis on WP2 (nutrient recovery from an-
imal manure) where updates on the pilot plants were given. 
Two new initiatives related to the project were highlighted 
namely a policy group on nutrient recycling comprising of four 
H2020 projects and a Community Group in the Biorefine Clus-
ter Europe, called ‘Closing the Nutrient Cycles’. More informa-
tion will be provided at the next meeting in October. 

ELO is the leader on the social impact assessment as well as 
the assessment of the current legislation framework of bio-
based fertilisers. 

  https://www.fertimanure.eu/en/ 

  fertimanure

  fertimanure

  FERTIMANURE

  FERTIMANURE

HERIT - Heritage Efficient  
management through  

Relevant IT use

Daniel MONTELEONE, ELO

The HERIT project held its two-part kickoff meeting virtually 
on June 26 and July 6.  This Erasmus+ project, led by the Eu-
ropean Landowners’ Organization, will run for two years and 
operates with partners from Belgium, Czech Republic, France, 
Italy, and Spain.  

The main objective of HERIT is to provide the needed train-
ing to private-owners and their employees to help overcome 
the COVID-19 crisis impacts by developing and professional-
ly managing digital activities related to communication and 
cultural heritage and foster the development, commercialisa-
tion, and promotion of tourism connected to cultural heritage.

On the first day of the kickoff meeting, all the partners in-
troduced themselves and gave presentations on their back-
grounds. This was followed by an introduction of the project, 
including the scope, goals, objectives, timeline and challenges. 
Also included in the day’s activities was the unveiling of the 
logo, the communication plan, outreach, and the various so-
cial media platforms that HERIT will be involved with. Finally, 
presentations were given on project management (by OnPro-
jects) and heritage digital information (coordinated by UPV). 

The second day of the kickoff meeting (10 days later), really 
got into the heart of the issue. All partners gave PowerPoint 
presentations about digital innovation and innovative tour-
ism management of privately owned historic houses and then 
European Heritage Houses (EHH) led a discussion on the Na-
tional guide structure. 

If you’d like to learn more about the project, be sure to follow 
us on LinkedIn, Facebook or Twitter.

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. 
The publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission 
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the informa-
tion contained therein. 

Project N° 2020-1-BE01-KA226-VET-082730

This project has received funding from the European Un-
ion’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme 
under grant agreement no. 862849.
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In the beginning of August, the Young Friends of the Country-
side’s 4th webinar took place, featuring the tech start-ups who 
won the ‘Diploma of Recognition’ given by the FAMIGRO Award 
Committee by the Young Friends. The Famigro Award is a yearly 
prize of €5,000 given to the best European rural start-up, gener-
ously sponsored by Karl GROTENFELT. As this year the applica-
tions were outstanding, the board of the Young Friends of the 
Countryside asked the start-ups who were in the final round 
for the Famigro Award to present their business models to the 
Young Friends. This webinar featured exclusively two tech start-
ups, who, with their revolutionary technologies, promise to 
change the countryside significantly. Moderated by HEINRICH 
REUSS XXIX, Head of Ambassadors at the Young Friends, the 
start-ups LETTUSGROW and IN OVO were presented to and dis-
cussed with the audience.

Charlie GUY, the Co-Founder of LETTUSGROW introduced us 
to aeroponics, which, in combination with a software platform, 
aims to reduce the environmental impact of fresh produce. With 
their product, an aeroponic farm, they have developed a repeat-
able and scalable vertical farm solution, with which indoor and 
vertical farms can be introduced.      Charlie GUY argued that 
farming can become accessible to anyone and is not merely re-
stricted to the land itself. It is aimed that with their product, 
farmers can also diversify their offerings, not solely depending 
on the weather anymore. A lively discussion took place after his 
presentation, also addressing the technology and the algorithms 
backing his business model. Overall, Charlie GUY introduced us 
to a most impressive business model and start-up, which was 
reflected by a very engaged and extremely interested audience.

The second speaker, Wouter BRUINS then introduced the audi-
ence to his technology start-up IN OVO, which is aiming to stop 
the killing of male chicks with a specifically developed technol-
ogy. IN OVO itself started as a MSc research project in 2011, with 
the company having been built in 2013. IN OVO has developed 
a machine, which can gender type eggs. This means that farms 
are enabled to hatch solely females and to avoid chick culling. IN 
OVO works with the entire production channel, including hatch-
eries, growers and farmers and aims to end chick culling eventu-
ally on a world-wide basis. Wouter BRUINS also provided us a 
fascinating insight into how he started pursuing the topic long 
before it actually started to become news in national newspa-
pers. The audience was fascinated by his very clear business 

model and was very impressed by his visionary approach.

Finally, Charlie GUY and Wouter BRUINS both answered final 
questions of the audience, including on how to successfully start a 
company. The answers provided proved to be most interesting, al-
beit being very different, giving an insight into how start-ups can 
be launched in different circumstances. 

The Young Friends of the Countryside would very much like to 
thank the speakers Charlie GUY and WouterBRUINS for their time 
and for answering all the questions the Young Friends had! We 
wish them all the best in their endeavours and are very much con-
vinced that we are going to hear a lot more from them!

  https://yfcs.eu/ 

  @young-friends-of-the-countryside-yfcs/

  
@yfcs.official/ 

Solving problems  
with tech in the countryside

Marie-Christine SCHÖNBORN, YFCS President

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 www.welcomingestateswebsite.com

Discover the new simplified website!
Many new estates added!

 
Follow us for daily posts on
Instagram and Facebook 

for the latest developments.
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Diary dates

3 – 11 September, Marseille
IUCN World Conservation Congress; with ELO 
active participation on September 6  
www.iucncongress2020.org 

9 September, Scotland, online
Wildlife Estates annual congress  
www.wildlife-estates.eu

23 September, New York 
The UN Food Systems Summit 2021
www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit 

30 September, Brussels
FARCURA Final Conference  
https://farcura.eu/ 

7 – 10 October, Cordoba, Spain
24th Friends of the Countryside General  
Assembly  
www.friendsofthecountryside.org 

14 – 15 October, Brussels, virtual event
Farm to Fork Conference – Building sustain-
able food systems together  
https://ec.europa.eu 

Let’s increase our food supply
without

reducing theirs

Syngenta Brussels Office
Avenue Louise, 489,  
B-1050 Brussels
Tel: +32.2.642 27 27  
www.syngenta.com
www.goodgrowthplan.com


