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ANNUAL CONFERENCE

We must talk about
the weather

Janez POTOCNIK, Chair FFA2021
and Chairman RISE Foundation

While the whole of Europe will be affect-
ed by climate change, the Mediterranean
shores are in many ways the front line.
If we do not drastically change direction,
the current water shortages in Portugal,
Spain and other places will become com-
mon place and more dire. Will we choose
towaterour crops and eat, or will we need
those litters to drink and bathe? Such
choices are becoming increasingly real,
and the food system cannot be exempt
from making a real contribution. Irrigated
agriculture represents around 75% of
groundwater use in the region, making it
by far the biggest user.

We must ensure that the water we must,
and do use, to grow the needed crops is
used as efficiently as possible. The times
when we were taught in schools that wa-
ter is a free commodity are long gone.
Like many other natural resources, also
water is undervalued, and incentives re-
ceived by us market players are sending
us in the wrong direction. But other solu-
tions also could play an important role.
Precision irrigation, re-engineering exist-
ing water systems to reduce or eliminate
leaks, detailed data and soil analyses;
all these technical solutions and more
are also available to farmers in Portugal
and beyond. However, we cannot just tell

Janez POTOCNIK

farmers they must, we have to give them
the means and the opportunity to act.
This means increasing independent farm
advisory services, making reams of data
available and understandable, but most
of all it means ensuring that field prac-
tices change as fast as possible. There
has rarely been a more eloguent case for
public support than effective, efficient
water use by farmers for both crops and
to protect our biodiversity.

However, we cannot simply leave our
need for better water management at
the farm gate. True water sustainability
will only be achieved if we do not act lo-
cally, but at every level. This means large-
scale construction plans to re-engineer
and future-proof existing aqueducts,
canals, water treatment facilities, and
much more. If you consider how far and
how fast a raindrop can flow from where
it lands all the way down to the oceans,
you will begin to see the scope of what
is necessary and how integrated our ap-
proach must be. It will also cost money.

Rarely has there been a more positive
case to build back better from the pan-
demic. Though Europe is still struggling,
understanding that implementing Eu-
ropean Green Deal and post-COVID re-
covery are two sides of the same coin, is
already understood by many. Can there
be a better case than using our combined
resources to help some of the most se-
verely hit economic sectors by provid-
ing them a clear transitional path to the
future we want? To create, for example,
new opportunities for data analysis and
application and spread such applied
technologies deep into the countryside?
We are presented with rare opportunity
where our immediate goals can be com-
bined with our long-term sustainability -

we cannot lose this moment and need to
ensure that we maximize its possibilities.

Furthermore, we must ensure that our
own quest for sustainability and a better,
more diverse countryside does not simply
export our footprint to other countries.
We are part of a truly connected world
now and can no longer afford to throw
the problems we create over the fence
and ignore the consequences. You need
only look at the still-ongoing deforesta-
tion and biodiversity declines in the Ama-
zon basin - the lungs of the world - to see
what could happen when we do that. As
the largest integrated trade bloc in the
world, the EU has a moral duty to ensure
that we do not just take responsibility for
the consequences of our own consump-
tion, but to work with farmers and pro-
ducers in third countries to protect our
global heritage. Their rainforests, after
all, are the very air we breathe today.

As we approach the UN Food System
Summit and the COP26 in Glasgow, it is
critical that the whole food system ac-
cepts responsibility for its actions at
every level and acts accordingly. Where
necessary, help, also financial, should be
given to ensure that real changes hap-
pen. And most important, the transition
must be managed in a way to address the
existing social problems as well. This is a
core enabler and also a precondition for
success. There has rarely been a better
or more crucial moment to do so.

The FFA2021 Regional Portugal event
will be held on Wednesday, May 26,
2021 and will be fully streamed online.
Check www.forumforagriculture.com
for details.
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3,000+ PARTICIPANTS
JOINED Us
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100+ SPEAKERS
FROM ACROSS THE WORLD

90+ COUNTRIES
WERE REPRESENTED
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4,200+ DOWNLOADS OF
SUPPORTING MATERIALS

14 SESSIONS CONVERING
SOLUTIONS, POLICY AND
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

20 EXHIBITION STANDS
AND 1 TRACTOR

SOME COMMENTS FROM THE ATTENDEES:

“This virtual platform is great!™

“The best virtual event I have attended so far!™

“I thought speakers and moderators were both stimulating and provoking."

“As in the past, the list of speakers was impressive and the organization perfect."
“I had never attended such a conference so it was a great new experience for me."
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The FFA2021 Month of March was organised under the auspices of
the Portuguese Presidency at the Council of the European Union.

FFA

FORUM FOR THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE

Where agriculture
& environment meet
for an open dialogue

O

25+ HOURS OF
KEYNOTES, PANELS AND
PRESENTATIONS

100+ RECIPES
TO TRY AT HOME
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Annual

Conferenc

UN Secretary-General Antonio GUTERRES,
Mark TITTERINGTON, Stephen SACKUR

SESSION1

Renewing leadership
within the
food system

The first session of the FFA2021 Annual
Conference featured an opening speech
from Janez POTOCNIK, Chair FFA2021
and Chairman RISE Foundation; and an
intervention by QU Dongyu, Director-
General of the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Nations (FAQ). It
focused onleadership in the food system,
but also touched upon climate resilience,
producing healthy food for all at scale;
lessons from the pandemic; and set out
the role and intentions of the UN Food
Systems Summit in September 2021.

Before the first speaker connected, the
conference organisers shared a letter
from UN Secretary-General Anténio GU-

UNITED NATIONS

protecting the planet.

The urgency is clea :
greenhouse gas emissions in the mi
employs more than 1 billion people.

already been proposed by diverse s
this process.

to life. J
important parts of the picture.

@ NATIONS UNIES

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

MESSAGE FOR FORUM FOR THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE
23 March 2021

It is a pleasure to greet this important forum on the fu

tems are crucial for eliminating hunger,
e Despite remarkable progress across the decades, food

systems are still falling short in putting meals on all tables and in dethéir;{lsg on
their potential to generate gains across the Sustainable Development b

r. Food systems continue to generate more than one third of all
idst of a climate emergency. The sector also

We must transform our food systems but we cannot leave anyone behind.

onvene in September will be a key moment

jons that have
i uraged by the many hundreds of so'lutl.ons t
and opporY . e by diver zls of stakeholders and institutions as inputs to

The Food Systems Summit that [ will ¢

i ively together to bring these ideas
llenge is to work more closely and effegtwe
o ChaT:c‘gEuropean Union’s Green Deal and its Farm to Fork Strategy are

Together, we can and must renew the world’s food systems.

TERRES, stressing the urgency to trans-
form food systems but not leave any-
one behind in doing so. He welcomed the
many contributions as valuable inputs
into September’s Food Systems Sum-
mit, and said that the EU’s Green Deal
and Farm to Fork Strategy are important
parts of the picture.

The letter was followed by a keynote ad-
dress from QU Dongyu, who spelled out
the scale of global hunger and malnutri-
tion. Over three billion people cannot af-
ford the cheapest healthy diet. The num-
ber of hungry people increased by ten
million in 2019. The COVID-19 pandemic is
estimated to have already added another
132 million.

The Director-General shared China’s own
experience in eradicating hunger and
starvation, which in 1960 affected 80%
of the population. It relied on an enabling
policy to support food production and
agricultural development; strong politi-
cal commitment to provide practical help
for small farmers; innovation to improve

ture of agriculture.

promoting economic growth and

QU Dongyu, Stephen SACKUR

land use; investment for the necessary
infrastructure; and training for farmers
to use technology and market informa-
tion.

QU Dongyu stated that our current con-
sumption patterns and agri-food sys-
tems are generating a severe human,
economic and environmental cost stat-
ing, “we urgently need to do things differ-
ently and act holistically.” He went on to
say that innovation is necessary; and in
clarifying this, noted, “innovation is not
only technological innovation. We need
policy innovation, behavioural change,
and business model change” outlining
the need for renewing all aspects of our
food system from farm to fork and eve-
rything between.

The Director General explained that the
FAO uses four “accelerators” to advance
its agenda for better production, bet-
ter nutrition, a better environment, and
a better life; where no one is left behind.
While QU Dongyu acknowledged that our
global agro-food systems have vulnera-
bilities and weak points, which are failing
to provide food for all, he added: “it also
provides us the opportunity to reevaluate
how we address the root causes of hun-
ger”, and build a more resilient food sys-
tem.

The discussion with FFA2021 Moderator,
Stephen SACKUR, was both insightful
and inspirational with the conversation
concluding on a serious, yet poetic note:
“without the food, without the human”
underscoring the importance of nutrition
and agro-food systems as a human right
and a building block for society.

The Director General left a clear take-
away message about transforming our
food system: “Let’s be a dreamer and a
doer at the same time. Let’s walk the talk.”
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IT'S TIME TO

N°1 IN TRANSPORT*

JOHN DEERE 6215R VERSUS CLAAS AXION 830,
DEUTZ-FAHR 7250 TTV, FENDT VARIO 826 AND
NEW HOLLAND T7.270**

When a tractor with a 215 hp decal not only pulls 30 tons much faster,
but also with significantly less fuel than the ones with “bigger” decals
in the test .... it's because the 6215R gets the power effectively

to the ground, thanks to its superior drivetrain efficiency™.

@ JOHN DEERE

* “Comparing standard tractors (without Unimog) the John Deere achieved the lowest diesel consumption. [...] It is interesting that, despite the low fuel consumption, -
the 6215R was also the fastest when accelerating with two trailers” Chamber of Agriculture Lower Saxony (Germany) Tractor Test 2020; www.lwk-niedersachsen.de

** Based on Tractor Test 2020, Chamber of Agriculture Lower Saxony (Germany), where 6215R John Deere AutoPowr™ was compared with Claas Axion 830 CMATIC, Deutz- Fahr 7250TTV
Fendt Vario 826, New Holland T7.270 AutoCommand and Unimog U427; www.lwk-niedersachsen.de
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SESSION 2

Making the
food system climate
resilient

The second session of the FFA2021
Annual Conference featured speech-
es from Catherine BERTINI, World
Food Prize Laureate & Distinguished
Fellow, Chicago Council on Global Af-
fairs; and the young and inspiration-
al climate justice activist, Vanessa
NAKATE, alongside an energetic
moderated panel discussion.

In her keynote address, Catherine BERTI-
NI warned that new techniques or tech-
nology were not sufficient to create sus-
tainable food systems. “Leadership, and
effective leadership, is critical.”

The World Food Prize Laureate stressed
that leadership must be at every level:
family, community, region, country, and
global. It requires an ability to “juggle a
complicated morass of interlocking eco-
systems with competing priorities”. \We
must move beyond an agricultural sys-
tem “designed for maximum output of
a few high profit crops” to one that ad-
dresses the sustainability, availability,
equity, nutrition, and health benefits of
the food grown and consumed. By em-
powering, and listening to people, par-
ticularly women, a global effort can bring
system change and turn current prob-
lems “into achievable opportunities with-
in our lifetime”.

In the panel discussion, Benedikt BOSEL,
CEO & Founder, Gut&Bosel, emphasised
that only farmers can make the changes
to create sustainable food systems. “The
question is not what farmers can do for us

Marion JANSEN, Erik FYRWALD, Benedikt BOSEL, Carina MILLSTONE, Stephen SACKUR

Annual
Conference

= -

in terms of health, biodiversity and climate
change, but what can we do for farmers?”
He was critical of large corporations shap-
ing agriculture to maximise profits, call-
ing for “a step back to look at our values”.
He identified the need for true cost ac-
counting to monetise the impact of pro-
duction on ecosystems, health, and ru-
ral communities, and research and edu-
cation to help farmers work with nature.

Marion JANSEN, Director of the Trade and
Agriculture Directorate, OECD, set out
three challenges: guaranteeing income to
farmers; making agriculture environmen-
tally sustainable; and, providing suffi-
cient quality nutrition to a growing popu-
lation. This requires a complex policy mix
with the right incentives for producers,
distributors, and consumers. The billions
of dollars of subsidies given to agricul-
ture are “a lose/lose situation”. They dis-
tort competition and do not raise farm-
ers’ incomes or support the environment.
The Director stressed that making food
systems climate resilient is not a North/
South issue. “This is a global and inter-
generational problem. We have to tackle
it now”.

Carina MILLSTONE, Executive Director,
Feedback Global, argued that a few mul-
tinational corporations, with profit as
their guiding principle, are the root cause
of unsustainable food systems. “That
precludes food systems being geared to-
wards other goals: better nutrition, eco-
logical renewal, and a stable climate”. She
called for transition “to a post-capitalist,
post-corporate economic system”, with
an end to industrial meat production, de-
scribing this “as incompatible with a sus-
tainable world as coal extraction”. She
questioned the emphasis on innovation,
pointing out major climate gains could be
made by reducing meat consumption and
halving food waste.

Erik FYRWALD, Chief Executive Offic-
er, Syngenta Group, stressed that it re-
quires massive innovation to solve the
major challenges facing the world. He be-
lieves private enterprise, together with
NGOs and governments, all need to work
together to help farmers be the solution
to climate change. He highlighted how
Syngenta believes in regenerative agri-
culture and the development of farming
practices to help solve climate change
whilst feeding the world. He suggested
the company, farmers, and critics of big
corporations had much in common. All
want sustainable farming, lower green-
house emissions, carbon neutral agricul-
ture, protection for forests and biodiver-
sity, and reduced use of pesticides.

In a powerful special address, Vanessa
NAKATE, a young climate justice activ-
ist in Uganda, spoke of the realities of
climate change in Africa, where extreme
weather patterns are wrecking people’s
livelihoods. She insisted “the climate cri-
sis is a food crisis and the food crisis is a
humanitarian crisis. There is no climate
justice without ensuring there is food jus-
tice”. Calling for an end to investment in
fossil fuels, she told participants: “We
cannot eat coal and we cannot drink oil.”

#FFA2021

Vanessa NAKATE, Stephen SACKUR
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Brent LOKEN, Lawrence HADDAD, Berry MARTTIN, Dr. Shenggen FAN, Mai THIN YU MON

SESSION 3

Healthy food
for all at scale

The afternoon opened with a video
summary of the Food4Future Hack-
athon organised by Rabobank in
conjunction with the FFA2021, the
United Nations, and the Young Friends
of the Countryside. It showed a
group of next generation leaders
discussing how to renew the food
system to benefit society and the
health of our planet.

Before the panel discussion opened,
moderator Stephen SACKUR announced
that Mai THIN YU MON, Indigenous Peo-
ples Rights Activist, would unfortunate-
ly not be able to join the panel due to the
ongoing military situation in Myanmar.

During the discussion, Brent LOKEN,
Clobal Food Lead Scientist, WWF, point-
ed to the need to tackle health and envi-
ronmental concerns in a joint effort. Ad-
dressing one at a time, as may appear to
be the case now, could aggravate prob-
lems in the other. Similarly, he supported
the need for local, national and globalised
food systems. “Every single type of sys-
tem is needed. We shouldn’t say industri-
al agriculture is automatically bad and lo-
cal is good. It is not that simple.” 1t was
also remarked that currently marketing
campaigns are targeting youths in their
promotion of junk food; however, Brent
LOKEN likewise noted that “it’s really

good to see the youth push back and say
enough is enough...We want healthy food
choices”.

Berry MARTTIN, Member of the Manag-
ing Board, Rabobank Group, called for “ro-
bust value chains, responsible people com-
ing together, and looking at what is the
right solution for each region”. The bank
is reassessingit's investment portfolio as
it discusses with clients the moves they
are making towards a sustainable food
system. Berry MARTTIN is looking to the
UN Food Systems Summit to agree on an
overall framework for future food pro-
duction. This must include the true costs
involved, especially carbon sequestra-
tion and water quality, which account for
some 80% of the environmental impact,
and the social consequences, particularly
in certain parts of the world.

Lawrence HADDAD, Executive Direc-
tor, Global Alliance for Improved Nutri-
tion (GAIN), called on businesses, gov-
ernments and consumers to be more ac-
tive and more blatant in their actions for
genuine change. “Where is the Extinction
Rebellion around healthy and unhealthy
food?” he asked. Governments must
lead since “government action is not a
cure all, but government inaction is a kill
all’. He challenged governments to “be
much more courageous and much more
accountable for their actions”. Using car-
rots and sticks, they should be tougher on
businesses that behave badly and use in-
centives to encourage good practices.

Dr. Shenggen FAN, Chair Professor and
Dean, Academy of Global Food Econom-
ics and Policy, China Agricultural Univer-

sity, presented some of China’'s ambi-
tious goals: carbon neutrality by 2060
and Healthy China 2030 with ten individ-
ual strategies to move from vision to ac-
tion. New 2021 nutrition guidelines will
advise people on healthy and sustainable
diets for themselves and society. Along-
side government direction, he suggest-
ed society as a whole “will make sure big
private companies will be responsible for
what they are doing in terms of citizens’
health and nutrition”.

There was strong recognition on the pan-
el of the commitment of young people in
this debate and of their ability, as future
voters and consumers, to affect change.
There was also consensus for greater at-
tention to be paid to the interests and ex-
perience of indigenous peoples.

Asked for one concrete policy to deliv-
er healthy food at scale, the panellists
identified the following: reform agricul-
tural subsidies to support production
of nutritious, healthy, sustainable food
(S.FAN); make carbon tradeable at the
Chicago Board of Trade so it has a price
(B.MARTTIN); change diets to focus on
less meat (B.LOKEN); and create an in-
vestment fund to help food sector SMEs,
particularly in Africa (L.LHADDAD).

Singer, songwriter and climate activist
Eva KERETIC ended the session. She ex-
plained in word and song the personal
journey from her comfort zone to being a
passionate advocate for sustainable food
reform, with her current vision for a verti-
cal and biotech farming campus in Ham-
burg.
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SESSION 4

Learnings from
COVID to build
the food system

During a session to discuss lessons
from the pandemic, David NABARRO,
Strategic Director, 45D and Special
Envoy on COVID-19 for the World
Health Organization, explained how
the global COVID-19 pandemic had
exposed three vulnerabilities in food
systems.

Restrictions on movement had in-
creased poverty as the poor, in particu-
lar, found it harder to earn money. This
meant many could not buy food and
school closures deprived children of es-
sential midday meals. Farmers have
been unable to sell their produce as
traditional outlets are closed. Supply
chains, particularly long ones, have been
severely disrupted.

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues
and preparations advance for the UN
Food Systems Summit, Dr Nabarro ad-
mitted he had been concerned about a
potential clash between a focus on food

and focus on health. However, listening
to government ministers had convinced
him “they see the challenges posed by
COVID-19 and the issues around function-
ing of food systems to be densely inter-
related”. In each case it is the poor who
suffer the most and should be the prior-
ity target for help. The world had not ap-
plied this lesson to the pandemic; thus
failing to take a global approach and
sharing the limited amount of vaccines
according to those most in need. The re-
sult has been “a huge race to try and get
vaccines by a small number of countries
and large inequity”.

With food systems, the Special Envoy
believes there is greater understanding
of the interconnectedness that “we are
all part of one big family and the impact
of food production systems, particularly
negative impacts, aren't just local, they
can expand to be global”. The climate
change impact of food affects the whole
world. He rejected the suggestion that
food production must increase to eradi-
cate the hunger which up to 800 million
people suffer daily. More than enough
food is already being produced, with one
third disappearing in waste. “Simply put-
ting more food into the system will not
necessarily increase their ability to eat.”

Analysis of hunger shows that often it is
the result of conflict or climate change

David NABARRO, Stephen SACKUR

and requires locally specific action to
tackle the underlying causes. In con-
trast, the broader question of food pro-
duction systems and theirimpact on the
planet, the environment and the atmos-
phere, should “be looked at as a chal-
lenge in its own right and factored into
all decisions about the future of food
systems”.

He called for ‘laser light’ focus on this
system’s challenge to identify the rea-
sons so many people go hungry and
malnourished although there is plenty
of food to go round. “Let’s get the rea-
sons out into the open. Let’s deal with
them place by place rigorously,” he urged,
suggesting the results of today’s work
would only become clear by 2030.

In this process, two lessons from the
COVID-19 pandemic should be borne in
mind. Equity is key and all the major is-
sues for the future are interconnected.
Failure to approach COVID-19 or glob-
al food security from a ‘one world per-
spective’ will perpetuate the huge dif-
ferences in opportunities and wellbeing
of people in different parts of the world.

“You cannot deal with big threats like cli-
mate change or the destruction of na-
ture in a world where access to precious
resources is so unevenly distributed be-
tween different groups of people,” he
warned.

Annual
Conference

March 23,2021
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SESSION 5

Towards global food
system renewal

The final session of the FFA2021
Annual Conference focused on the
actions planned and foreseen by the
US, EU, and UN in the movement
towards renewal of the global food
systems.

The session started with the US perspec-
tive as Tom VILSACK, United States Sec-
retary of Agriculture, set out the BIDEN
Administration’s stance on renewing the
global food system and five “doable” do-
mestic farming prioritiesinapre-recorded
video. These include producing sufficient
quantities of quality, safe, and accessi-
ble food; using economically and envi-
ronmentally sustainable methods; ensur-
ing open, transparent, rules-based and
competitive markets; developing more
resilient and equitable food systems; and
working towards the BIDEN Administra-
tion’s target of zero net emissions from
agriculture by 2050.

Agriculture is an essential player in tack-
ling climate change and stands to bene-
fit from emerging opportunities such as
new income streams through diversifi-
cation; as well great leaps forward in im-
proving soil and water quality on a global
scale.

Secretary VILSACK identified a common
vision heading into the UN Food Systems
Summit. “We may have different ways to
get to that goal, but | think it is a shared
vision.” This must be accompanied by an
open, transparent, competitive, rules and
science-based market.

Thefinal ‘Connecting EU-UN closinginter-
view’, brought together Frans TIMMER-

Tom VILSACK, Mark TITTERINGTON

e

e

MANS, Executive Vice-President for the
European Green Deal, European Commis-
sion, and Agnes KALIBATA, UN Secretary
General's Special Envoy for the 2021 Food
Systems Summit & President of AGRA.

Special Envoy Agnes KALIBATA pointed
out that “fixing the food system is part
of fixing climate change”. COVID-19 has
“put some wind in our sails” by highlight-
ing many of the vulnerabilities in existing
food systems and nurturing understand-
ing of global interdependence. The UN
Food Systems Summit provides an op-
portunity for all players to come together
and recognise existing failures. She called
on the EU to use its experience and poli-
cies, such as the European Green Deal, to
help the rest of the world and “to step for-
ward and step up”.

In reply, Executive Vice-President Frans
TIMMERMANS urged the developed
world to make available the climate mit-
igation and climate adaptation funding
it has promised to developing countries,
and to share with them its technological
breakthroughs. This also requires a safe
climate for incoming investment. He ar-
gued that any price increases from sus-
tainable food production would be con-
siderably lower than “the cost of non-ac-
tion which is completely underestimated”.

International trade and fiscal policy can
help offset price rises. The biggest prob-
lem facing agriculture is not its carbon
footprint, but the loss of biodiversity and
the threat to one million species.

Agnes KALIBATA underlined the cultural
importance of food and the need to ed-
ucate consumers to appreciate the cost
to the environment “every time you take
a meal”. The food summit is looking to
reach billions of people to raise aware-
ness as it places engagement and educa-
tion at its heart.

Both participants issued a clarion call for
urgent reform of current food systems.
In a stark warning, Frans TIMMERMANS
said: “Let me be clear. If we don’t change,
our children will be fighting wars over wa-
ter and food.”

In his closing statement, Janez POTOCNIK,
Chair FFA2021 and Chairman RISE Foun-
dation, called for a moment of silence,
before his concluding remarks, in memo-
ry of the 32 people who died and 300 in-
jured in Brussels bombings on the day of
the Forum for the Future of Agriculture
20176.

He identified some of the recurring
themes from the discussions: the need
for solidarity and inclusivity, recognition
that it is people who change things; the
young are strongly committed to more
sustainable food, and a “one world per-
spective” is essential to ensure equity.

Four principles, he noted, apply equally
to biodiversity and food system manage-
ment: knowing the true impact of any de-
cision; planning together to produce inno-
vative policies; growing with nature; and
valuing natural capital.

Looking back over the FFA2021 Month
of March, which occurred in a novel and
adaptive online format broadcast in 91
countries, the FFA2021 Chair said some
of the novelties might be revisited in the
future, and he looked forward to welcom-
ing participants next year in person.

Frans TIMMERMANS, Agnes KALIBATA

11
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Claire BURY, Jeroen CANDEL, Florence JEANTET, Samuel MASSE, Marco PIERANI, Charlotte SMITH

Farm to Fork
Strategy: building a
sustainable EU Food
system framework

and sharing

responsibility equally

The Farm to Fork Strategy aims to
shape the way farming in Europe is
performed to respond to the societal
and environmental expectations of
how our food should be produced into
the future. But the question remains,
is the current Farm to Fork Strategy
proposal going to succeed to bridge
the gap between consumers and
farmers, in order to achieve genuine
change? This was just one of many
guestions addressed at the first
event of the FFA2021 Policy Week.

After an introduction by FFA2021 Chair
and RISE Foundation Chairman, Janez
POTOCNIK; and FFA2021 Senior Advisor,
Mark TITTERINGTON; opened the ses-
sion by stressing that food system trans-
formation is an essential part of the Eu-
ropean Green Deal; with the future eco-
nomic development of the EU and the

@@ REPUBLICA
9 I TUGUESA

oI, ) 1
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global economy dependent on how we
preserves our natural capital.

Former EU Commissioner for the Environ-
ment Janez POTOCNIK also noted how
energy and climate interests had worked
together to design an effective response
to climate change and energy transition.
Implementing the Farm to Fork Strategy
will require an equally wide-ranging part-
nership and mutual trust across the food
chain for a systemic transformation.

Claire BURY, Deputy Director-General, DG
Health and Food Safety, European Com-
mission, presented the aims, content and
economic dimension of the Farm to Fork
Strategy. The COVID-13 pandemic has
made this even more urgent, showing the
fragility of European food systems and
the clear cracks in delivering food secu-
rity.

Roman LESHCHENKO, Ukraine’s Minister
of Agrarian Policy and Food, told FFA2021
that his country’s government strongly
supports the European Green Deal and
environmentally friendly production.
The minister was pleased to share that
Ukraine’s food strategy and food safety
legislation are already largely in line with
European requirements.

Jeroen CANDEL, Assistant Professor at
Wageningen University, identified the
key challenge to creating a sustainable
food system as “translating this global
nation of food system sustainability into
concrete targets”. He pointed to the need
to move from production volume goals to
high quality, nutritious food production;
and to change pricing structures so the
healthy sustainable choice is the most
affordable for all in society.

Florence JEANTET, Managing Direc-
tor, One Planet Business for Biodiversity
(OP2B), explained that many companies
are already reinventing their food supply
chains and factoring in biodiversity and

new specifications. She emphasised the
need for “transparency of communica-
tion on where a product comes from and
its environmental impact” to ensure trust
throughout the food chain.

Samuel MASSE, organic winegrower,
President of the European young farm-
ers’ organisation, CEJA, confirmed that
members “totally welcome the ambition
of the Green Deal”. However, he called for
clearer measures saying the public and
policymakers “must understand what our
farmers are doing before we force them to
change their ways or insist they do more”,
reflecting on the voluntary and mandato-
ry compliances embedded in the Farm to
Fork Strategy. He highlighted the impor-
tance of encouraging a new generation of
farmers for a new generation of consum-
ers by ensuring they secure sustainable
income streams and access to the tools
of production.

Marco PIERANI, Director of Public Af-
fairs and Media Relations at Eurocon-
sumers, acknowledged that consumers
favour moves to a more sustainable food
system stating “we must democratise
the sustainable choices”. But they need
a clear signal on the price of sustainable
food and reliable information to make in-
formed choices.

Maria DO CEU ANTUNES, Portugal’s Min-
ister of Agriculture, brought the session
to a conclusion by spelling out her coun-
try’s main agricultural priorities during
its current six-month EU presidency. She
confirmed her government is looking to
secure agreement on the new CAP re-
forms by the Spring, so the new policy
can be rolled out in 2023. “Now is the time
to deliver a fairer, greener, and digital Eu-
rope” she concluded.
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Will the European
Common Agricultural
Policy deliver for
society?

Thenew CAPcomesduringapandem-
ic and with high expectations; prom-
ising greater flexibility for Member
States; deliveringintegration with the
Green Deal and Farm to Fork; and en-
suring sustainability for the European
countryside. The question posed dur-
ing the FFA2021 Policy Week event
was whether these high expectations
for the new CAP reform can genuinely
deliver change for European society.

Opening the session, Janusz WO|CIE-
CHOWSKI, EU Commissioner for Agri-
culture, stressed that the CAP is deliv-
ering for society. He pointed to its role in
food security by supplying high quality
and high volume, affordable sustainably
produced food. The CAP has an essen-
tial role in protecting the environment,
climate, biodiversity, and animal welfare
for the entire EU; and with the European
Rural Development Programmes imple-
mented across the 27 Member States, it
actively counters depopulation by sup-
porting jobs and economic development
in the rural areas.

Frédéric LAMBERT, representing the
French Ministry of Agriculture, described
France's preparations for the reform. He
insisted that “the new CAP gives flexibil-
ity to Member States to adapt to local spe-
cificities” underscoring the importance of
being able to adapt programmes to suit
geographical conditions, but overall Eu-
ropean ambition, particularly for the eco-
schemes, should not be watered down.

In the panel discussion, Professor Allan
BUCKWELL, RISE Foundation Research

Janusz WOJCIECHOWSKI, Charlotte SMITH

Director, was pessimistic about the CAP
reforms. He described the policy as locked
into a “structure set up over two decades
ago”, failing to “deliver the environmen-
tally public goods only farmers can sup-
ply or help rural diversification”. He argued
that greening and eco-schemes should
be moved from the annual Pillar One pay-
ment structure to the multiannual Rural
Development Programme. He concluded:
“More change is going to be required and
we need to be ready for the 2027 reform”.
A clear message to the Commissioner for
Agriculture and other participants of the
panel that many changes still need to oc-
cur before CAP reforms can be successful.

Elsi KATAINEN, MEP and Vice-Chair of
the European Parliament’s Committee on
Agriculture and Rural Development, was
more positive; but pointed out that the
details of national policies would only be
clear once EU policymakers have adopted
the basic legal texts. She noted that the
Green Deal targets focus on 2030, while
those for the CAP on 2027. She rightly
pointed out that both “the economic, so-
cial and environmental dimensions must
be in balance” to achieve their objectives.

Monika NEBESKA, Chairwoman of the
Board, Agricultural Cooperative V3estary
expressed concern at the impact of the
CAP reform with its high ambitions and
the absence of an impact assessment on
the Czech Republic’'s strategy. The tar-
gets, she believes, “will lead to a signifi-
cant drop in agricultural production, ex-
ports and farmers’ incomes”. This is thus
leaving the CAP reforms as dangerous
changes that will hurt Czech farmers and
leave them more vulnerable to economic
shocks and climate change effects.

Jeremy WATES, Secretary General of the
European Environmental Bureau, criti-
cised the CAP proposals and the current
negotiations citing the need for a “robust
methodology to track the climate impact”.
These reflect a “disconnect with the sci-

Janusz WOJCIECHOWSKI, Frédéric LAMBERT, Allan BUCKWELL, Elsi KATAINEN,
Monika NEBESKA, Jeremy WATES, Charlotte SMITH

ence for climate change, biodiversity and
pollution”. In the long term, “the farming
sector will be in the front line of the losers,”
he predicted.

Wrapping up the discussion, Commis-
sioner WOJCIECHOWSKI emphasised:
“Farmers are not the problem. We need to
see them as part of the solution”.Looking
back over the FFA2021 Month of March,
which occurred in a novel and adaptive
online format broadcast in 91 countries,
the FFA2021 Chair said some of the nov-
elties might be revisited in the future,
and he looked forward to welcoming par-
ticipants next year in person.
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Virginijus SINKEVICIUS

Members of the Jury, the winner and the recipient of the diploma of recognition

SRR

Land and Soil Management Award 2021 oo o

S, ugement Avard

The Land and Soil Management Award is annually granted to an outstanding project, which contributes to and acts as a
role-model for soil protection from the viewpoint of agricultural practice. Soils are facing several threats, to which land
management is at times a contributor. Resilience in food production and forestry is crucial for the future of humankind. This
year, the jury received a large number of excellent proposals, amounting to a final total of 19 eligible proposals from nine
European countries.

Virginijus SINKEVICIUS, Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries announced this year’s winner, Zvone
CERNELIC, who was victorious for his outstanding proposal “Improving soil biodiversity and humus content for better soil
fertility and climate change resilience of farms” - Biodynamic farm CERNELIC, Slovenia. The achievements that convinced
the jury were the combination of organic farming with technological innovations in the areas of irrigation, greenhouse cul-
ture, specialization, improvement of working conditions, improvement of soil fertility and soil functions, and biodiversity.
A particular plus point of this application was that an area that had been severely affected by construction activities was
successfully recultivated. More than 50 courses have been organized to teach other farmers the sustainable management

Pour plus d’informations : visitez le site web d’ELO www.elo.org .

The FFA2021 Month of March also consisted of moderated panel discussions and dialogues during

the “Policy Week”. You can watch the replay of all 5 events on the Forum’s website.

Strengthening the Forestry
transatlantic cooperation Management
for research and innovation in Europe

in the agri-food system

Strengthening the transatlantic cooperation for
research and innovation in the agri-food system

Forestry Management in Europe

There is a need for a new balanced and strengthened post-

The Transatlantic Dialogue on the agri-food system was
held in conjunction with the FFA's international partner, the
Chicago Council on Global Affairs. It focused on existing and
potential areas of collaboration on research and innovation
between the European Union and the United States, particu-
larly with respect to the digitalisation of food and agricultu-
re, climate resilience, environmental protection, and healthy
diets.

In addition to representatives from the E.U. and U.S. go-

vernment/ legislative institutions, panelists also included

stakeholders from industry agri-food and from civil society,
who are already contributing to the transatlantic research and
innovation agenda in this area.

2020 EU Forest Strategy as it remains the main policy tool
to integrate European forests and forestry into all other po-
licy areas. Among the many questions considered over the
course of the event dedicated to forestry management in Eu-
rope were the place that forestry and the forest-based sector
in tackling climate change, as well as its place as a priority to
the EU policymakers in this regard. It was considered that the
role of forest managers and owners were in the continued
transition to a greener and more sustainable economy must
be of the highest priority in making genuine change from the
bottom up.
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The FFA2021 Month of March consisted also
of moderated panel discussions and dialogues
during the “Solutions Week”'.

From water use to plant-based proteins, from biodiversity to regenerative agriculture
there is something for everyone and you can watch the sessions on demand at
www.forumforagriculture.com/ffa2021-videos

SolutionsWeek #FFA2021 SolutionsWeek #FFA2021
Virtual workshops Virtual workshops

Accounting for water: Mew tools and instruments

The present and future of o+ for private land conservation o+
nature-based approaches v 4 in Europe v 4

Manday, March 8, 2021 Manday, March 8, 2021

1430 - 1600 CET 16:00 - 1730 CET -
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SolutionsWeek #FFA2021 SolutionsWeek #rFA2021
Virtual workshops Virtual workshops
Striking the right chord Sustainable solutions
to support nature-friendly 4 + from Syngenta L
farming k) Tuesday, March 9, 2021 v 4

Tuesday, March 9, 2021 1400 - 1530 CET

Ri;rﬁfo CEI ot . This event s hosted by
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SolutionsWeek #FFA2021 SolutionsWeek #FFA2021
Virtual workshops Virtual workshops

Racing to scale me'“i a

regenerative farming 5 o 4 sustainable environment ¥ 4 4
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 for EU plant-based proteins

10:30 - 1200 CET Wednesday, March 10, 2021

This event s hosted by

SYSTEMIO

1400 - 1530 CET

.
Tr &
ool Cargill A

g o et

L. S
SolutionsWeek #FFA2021 SolutionsWeek #FFAZO21
Virtual workshops Virtual workshops
RISE: A conversation on the y Carbon Farming: linking p
& agriculture with climate
$$;2: ::rﬁ%geaﬂ - v A4 and biodiversity goals v 4
Thursday, March 11, 2021
15:00 - 1630 CET

10.30-1200 CET
This event s hosted by

This event is hosted by
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FFA

FORUM FOR THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE

FFA2021:

Food System Renewal

The Editorial team would like
to convey special thanks to
Niall CURLEY, Robert de GRAEFF,
Matthew HENRY, Alberto HERMOSEL,

Caroline MAHR and Rory WATSON
for their contribution to this special
“CountrySide Magazine” edition.

The annual Forum for the Future of Agri-
culture was founded by the European
Landowners’ Organization (ELO) and
Syngenta; they were joined by Cargill,
WWEF Europe, The Nature Conservancy,
Thought for Food as strategic partners,
and has the support of the Portuguese
Presidency at the Council of the Europe-
an Union.

The FFA2021 brings together a wide and
diverse range of stakeholders to inspire
new thinking on how European and glob-
al agriculture needs to respond to the
major challenges of delivering both food
and environmental security.

Created in 2008 in response to the belief
that many of Europe’s agricultural and
environmental policies focused on solv-
ing yesterday’s problems such as over-
production, FFA2021 instead deals with
the challenges and market opportunities
of the future.

These include: feeding a growing world
population, demands for a higher quali-
ty diet, developing renewable sources of
energy and changing weather patterns.
With limited arable land available glob-
ally, there is a need to maximize produc-
tion on existing cultivated land, but to
do so in a sustainable manner while pro-
tecting and expanding biodiversity and
the climate.

The theme of the Forum for the Future
of Agriculture’s Month of March events
was ‘Food System Renewal’ and includ-
ed open discussions on topics ranging
from water management to the Farm
to Fork policy, climate change resilience,
and nature positive farming.

The discussions in Brussels will contin-
ue during the FFA2021 regional events,
taking place in Lisbon and online on
Wednesday May 26 and in France in De-
cember.

The FFA2021Team

The FFA2021 Team would like to
thank the Founding and Strategic
partners of the Forum for the
Future of Agriculture for their

strong commitment. It enables the
Forum to remain the premier
meeting place for an open dialogue
on global food systems.
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The FFA2021 Month of March and
the Regional FFA2021 in Portugal
are organised under the auspices
of the Portuguese Presidency at
the Council of the European Union,
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