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The Dutch project “Bee Deals” and the “Czech Bumblebee” project 

win the 2015 European Bee Award 
 

In a ceremony hosted by Franc Bogovič MEP in Brussels, the prize established by ELO and CEMA is 
handed over to the two projects for their contribution to biodiversity and bee-friendly farming 

 
BRUSSELS, 10 DECEMBER 2015 — Pollinators took centre stage in Brussels last night at the 2015 European 

Bee Award. With pollination a vital component of the entire European countryside, the Bee award is given 

out to those farmers and land managers who help these vital species flourish through practical and 

innovative projects.  

 

“Bee Deals” and “Czech Bumblebee” projects emerged from the 23 applications received by the jury in 

this second edition of the award, established in 2014 by the European Landowners’ Organization (ELO) 

and the European Agricultural Machinery Association (CEMA). 

 

Franc Bogovič MEP and Member of the Jury opened the ceremony, saying that “it’s an honour for me to 

host the 2015 Bee Award Ceremony, an initiative that shows the commitment of the farming community 

and civil society in protecting the key role of pollinators in European agriculture.” 

 

Thierry de l’Escaille, Secretary General of ELO: “there are many ways that we can show our support 

for bees, but I believe today’s winners have shown us that the best way of protecting pollinators in the field 

is by acting together.” 

 

Gilles Dryancour, CEMA Honorary President, “on behalf of the ag machinery industry, we are pleased 

to see the winner projects clearly showcased that research and the use of smart technologies in 

agriculture, especially in spraying operations, can greatly contribute to preserve pollinators’ environment” 

he said.  

 

Walter Haefeker, President of the European Beekeepers Association and Ladislav Miko, acting director 

General of DG SANTE, represented the Members of the Jury during the Award Ceremony. 

 

More than 100 participants attending the award ceremony last night, including the EU institutions, civil 

society and the agri-food sector came together to celebrate bees, exchange best practices, and show the 

best way forward. A bee hotel from the winning project was displayed and participants received a sample 

of homemade Belgian honey and a seed mixture bag to encourage them to plant more wild flowers in their 

own gardens.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- ENDS --

Winners Jenneke van Vliet (Bee Deals) and 

Jan Nedelnik (Czech Bumblebee) with the 

members of the Jury: Franc Bogovic MEP, 

Thierry de L’Escaille – ELO, Ladislav Miko – 

European Commission, Gilles Dryancour – 

CEMA, Walter Haefeker – EPBA. 
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Winner project 

The Dutch project “Bee Deals” from Centre 

for Agriculture and Environment (CLM) 

consists of a particularly innovative approach 

involving all the relevant actors along the food 

chain (farmers, municipalities, retailers). By 

signing a Bee Deal, key actors commit 

themselves to promoting bee friendly practices 

in their day-to-day work and activities, such as 

efficient spraying machinery methods or 

establishing bee-corridors.  

 
 

 

 

Runner-up 

“Czech Bumblebee” is a successful project 

lead by Agricultural Research Ltd, 

consisting on the repopulation of local 

bumblebees. Nested bumblebees are sold to 

farmers and any interested people in the 

community to foster crop pollination while 

supporting local biodiversity. Another key 

element of the project is to raise awareness on 

the importance of pollinators in local 

landscapes and communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

About the ELO – European Landowners’ Association 

The European Landowners’ Organization is a unique federation of 60 national associations from 

the 28 EU Member States and beyond, which represent the interests of landowners, land 

managers and rural entrepreneurs at the European political level. Independent and non-profit, the 

ELO stands for all rural entrepreneurs, promoting a prosperous countryside through the dynamism 

of private landownership and stewardship. 

 

Contact: Ana Canomanuel, Communication Officer ana.canomanuel@elo.org 

Website: www.europeanlandowners.org/awards/bee-award 

 

 

About CEMA – European Agricultural Machinery 

CEMA is the European association representing the agricultural machinery industry. The industry 

represented by CEMA includes 4,500 manufacturers of agricultural equipment employing directly 

135,000 persons and indirectly in the distribution and service network another 125,000 persons. 

The companies are mainly small and medium-sized manufacturers according to the EU definition 

and in 2011 had a total turnover of 26 billion euro. 

 

Contact: Beatriz Arribas, Communications Officer beatriz.arribas@cema-agri.org 

Website: www.cema-agri.org/page/european-bee-award 
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