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Report Intergovernmental Panel on 
Biodiversity & Ecosystem services

Invasive Alien Species Pose Major 
Global Threats to Nature, 
Economies, Food Security and 
Human Health

Key Role in 60% of Global Plant & 
Animal Extinctions

Annual Costs Now >$423 Billion –
Have Quadrupled Every Decade 
Since 1970

Report Provides Evidence, Tools & 
Options to Help Governments 
Achieve Ambitious New Global Goal 
on Invasive Alien Species



EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

Addressing invasive alien species

Of the 1,872 species now considered threatened in
Europe, 354 (19 %) are under threat from invasive alien
species

implementation of EU Invasive Alien Species Regulation
and other relevant legislation and international agreements
must also be stepped up.

objective = manage established invasive alien species and
decrease the number of Red List species they threaten by
50%.



Legal context
EU regulation 1143/2014 of the European parliament and of the council of 22 

October 2014 on the prevention and management of the introduction and 
spread of invasive alien species (IAS)

Union list IAS



Legal context

EU regulation 1143/2014 of the European parliament and of the council of 22 
October 2014 on the prevention and management of the introduction and spread of 
invasive alien species

Soortenbesluit chapter 4/1 + addendum 3/1 (management methods)

Prevention & awareness

Rapid detection & intervention

(appropiate) Management (widespread)

Cooperation Agreement of 30 January 2019 between the Federal State, the 
Communities and the Regions on the prevention and control of the introduction and 
spread of invasive alien species
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10 pathways retained in 3 thematic pathway action plans

1. AP on private and public use (pets and ornamentals)
2. AP on Recreational and professional use of freshwater
3. AP on contaminants of habitat material (soil, substrate) and machinery 

National Action Plan on the prevention of unintentional spread
Cf. EU 1143/2014 Art. 13 



Responsibility

EU regulation 1143/2014, Art, 17 → Rapid eradication at an 
early stage

EU regulation 1143/2014, Art. 19 → Manage Widespread
Species

Where lies the impact of these species?

URL: 10.21436/inbor.88096226

Or via https://pureportal.inbo.be/

Or google

https://doi.org/10.21436/inbor.88096226
https://pureportal.inbo.be/


Definition of the six categories of invasive alien species relevant to Flanders; the non-
relevant species are bundled in a 'other' category.

Category Occurence in Flemish region Impact biodiversity Goal/methode 

1 Not yet present d.n.a. Prevention 

2 Sporadically present with first 

observations or limited 

number of individuals

Impact on biodiversity Rapid detection and 

eradication 

3 Limited established, 

populations already present

Impact on biodiversity Eradication or containment 

4 Widespread Important impact on 

biodiversity 

Containment or (population) 

management

5 Widespread Small impact on biodiversity Containment or (population) 

management

6 Sporadically present, limited 

distributed or widespread

No impact on biodiversity Eradication, containment or 

(population) management

other d.n.a. for Flemish region  d.n.a. d.n.a.



[KLOKKENLUIDER]

- via waarnemingen.be (alert)
- via overig kanaal

- doorgeven specificaties + 
suggestie over te nemen 

traject.

Response chain
Ruddy duck
VERSIE 16/07/2018

[BESTRIJDER] + [BEGELEIDER] vullen  
het veldformulier in, en bezorgen 

deze aan de  [KLOKKENLUIDER].

[COÖRDINATOR]

Terreineigenaar
No go ingeval geen toestemming verkregen !

BINNEN      ANB-terreinen

[BESTRIJDER] + [BEGELEIDER]

Bestrijder = schutter Begeleider Referenties

Boswachter, regiobeheerder of 
andere TB-medewerker

Boswachter, regiobeheerder of andere TB-medewerker;
beleidsadviseur; natuurinspecteur.

Nota’s 2016/DR/710 (10 okt’16), 2017/DR/828 (5 
mei’17).

Jager met vrijwilligersovereenkomst Boswachter, regiobeheerder of andere TB-medewerker;
beleidsadviseur; natuurinspecteur.

Nota 2017/DR/828 (5 mei’17);
vrijwilligersovereenkomst.

Prof. verdelger Boswachter, regiobeheerder of andere TB-medewerker;
beleidsadviseur; natuurinspecteur.

Nota 2017/DR/828 (5 mei’17); bestek 
ANB/S&I/2016/013.

Natuurinspecteur Boswachter, regiobeheerder of andere TB-medewerker;
beleidsadviseur; natuurinspecteur.

Nota’s 2016/DR/710 (10 okt’16), 2017/DR/828 (5 
mei’17).

BUITEN      ANB-terreinen

Bestrijder = schutter Begeleider Referenties

Jager met vrijwilligersovereenkomst Beleidsadviseur; natuurinspecteur. Nota 2017/DR/828 (5 mei’17);
vrijwilligersovereenkomst.

Prof. verdelger Beleidsadviseur; natuurinspecteur. Nota 2017/DR/828 (5 mei’17); bestek 
ANB/S&I/2016/013.

Natuurinspecteur Beleidsadviseur; natuurinspecteur. Nota’s 2016/DR/710 (10 okt’16), 2017/DR/828 (5 
mei’17).

[BESTRIJDER] + [BEGELEIDER]



Management regulations
(cat 3+4)
Muskrat (in place)

Asian hornet (in preparation)



Responsibility

2 basic principles:  'the polluter pays' and 'the site 
manager acts' 

EU regulation 1143/2014, Art. 21 → Recovery of costs
EU directive 2004/35/EG concerning Environmental
liability: the polluter pays -

Soortenbesluit, addendum 3/1.5 (COP)
‘The control may be carried out by the owner, the 
lessee, the operator or the land user(s) of the land 
where the control takes place, or by a third party 
subject to the written consent of...'



Responsibility

Motives for external intervention (COP)
Rapid response
Objective cannot be achieved by actions of site 
managers alone →tiger mosquito
Control is not technically feasible by the responsible 
for the site → ruddy duck



Terrain management Agency

Within own terrain
summergeese
Slider turtles
Japanese knotweed, Serotina, Rodhodendron, invasive aquatic
plants…

Throughout Flanders (Early Warning Rapid Respons) (any terrain)
American Bullfrog
Small mammals

Raccoon
Non-native squirrels
American mink



3N Bullfrog: The sterile triploid method for population control of aquatic invasive fauna: pilot 
project on American bullfrog

Short term: containment of current population

Long term: eradication through use of sterile individuals

Adapt legislation to include sterile method in IAS management

RIPARIAS: Reaching Integrated and Prompt Action in Response to Invasive Alien Species

Focus on riparian plant species & crayfish from the Union list

In Dyle, Zenne & Mark basin

Cooperation across administrative borders

DUNIAS: DUNE restoration by tackling Invasive Alien Species

Focus on all invasive plants in the Flemish dunes

Cooperation with municipalities

Sensibilisation of the public (gardeners)

LIFE RESILIAS = Ecosystem Resilience Approach 

LIFE



Creating public awareness
awareness : great importance

- various actions in national pathway action plan
- past actions: f.e. Alterias project
- workshops on biosafety for professionals (National 
Scientific Secretariat on IAS)
- Home Sweet Home campaign



Creating public awareness

Website Agency Nature & Forest



Creating public awareness

Website Agency Nature & Forest

Ecopedia



Thank you
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