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1. What are nature credits?

Nature credits turn tangible environmental improvements 
into something measurable and tradable. When a landowner 
restores a wetland, manages woodlands for biodiversity, or 
improves soil and habitats, those actions can be scientifically 
assessed and certified. Companies seeking to demonstrate 
a positive environmental impact can then purchase “credits” 
linked to that work.

Unlike carbon credits, which focus solely on reducing emis-
sions, nature credits capture a broader range of ecosystem 
benefits: clean water, pollinator habitats, richer biodiversity, 
and resilient landscapes.

2. Why do landowners matter? 

Biodiversity lives on private land. Fields, forests, wetlands and 
riverbanks are where nature truly resides. This makes private 
land managers not just participants - but the foundation - of 
any credible nature credit system. Without active stewards, 
there are no credits to generate.

For landowners, nature credits represent an opportunity to be 
financially recognised for the conservation work many already 
undertake. They could become a new, market-based income 
stream that complements farming, forestry or hunting reve-
nues while maintaining the integrity of rural landscapes.

3. What kind of work qualifies?

Nature credits can reward a wide variety of conservation 
practices, such as:
-	 Habitat restoration: wetlands, reedbeds, or natural ponds.
-	 Pollinator support: wildflower margins, hedgerow planting 

and management.
-	 Woodland management: mixed-age stands, deadwood re-

tention, creating glades.
-	 Soil health: regenerative methods enhancing biodiversity 

underground.
-	 Species protection: nesting areas, grassland restoration, 

amphibian-friendly ponds.
The essential condition is that improvements must be meas-
urable, verifiable, and lasting.

4. How does it work in practice?

The process typically follows these steps:
1.	Plan the project – define the conservation action (e.g. wet-

land restoration or woodland diversification).
2.	Assessment or certification – frameworks such as the 

Wildlife Estates Label can verify biodiversity value and 
good management.

3.	Implementation – carry out the work on the ground.
4.Monitoring and verification – independent experts con-

firm ecological benefits after a set period.
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5. Credit issuance – certified results are converted into trad-
able credits.

Some certification systems also allow early investment to 
cover initial project costs, ensuring that even smaller land-
owners can participate.

5. What could it be worth? 

The market for nature credits is still young, so prices vary 
widely depending on ecosystem type, location and buyer de-
mand. Yet the trend is clear: businesses face increasing reg-

ulatory and reputational pres-
sure to prove environmental 
responsibility.

As the only actors capable of 
generating genuine, verifiable 
improvements on the ground, 
landowners are in a strong po-
sition. In the long term, this de-
mand should translate into real 
value—for both rural livelihoods 
and conservation outcomes.

6. Key challenges 

Despite the promise, several challenges remain:
-	 Time lags: ecological benefits often take years to verify.
-	 Costs and complexity: certification and monitoring require 

expertise.
-	 Scale: smaller holdings may need support or cooperation to 

achieve viable project size.
-	 Standardisation: no two habitats are identical, complicating 

credit comparison.
Nature credits are not a quick fix - but with the right govern-
ance, they could become a lasting pillar of private conserva-
tion finance.

7. Keep it local 

A critical policy debate concerns where credits should be 
sourced. Should European companies be allowed to offset 
their impact by buying cheaper credits abroad?

From a landowner’s perspective, the answer should be clear: 
European nature recovery must be financed in Europe. Invest-
ing locally ensures that corporate funds flow into rural are-

as where biodiversity is actually under pressure - and where 
communities depend on healthy ecosystems for their future.

8. What can landowners do now? 

Interested in exploring the potential of nature credits? Start 
with these simple steps:
-	 Take stock of the biodiversity assets already present on 

your land—hedgerows, ponds, woodlands, grasslands.
-	 Seek certification through recognised labels such as the 

Wildlife Estates Label to gain credibility and benchmarking.
-	 Start with a pilot project, focusing on one measurable hab-

itat or species improvement.
-	 Collaborate with local estates, farmers or hunting associa-

tions to pool resources and increase scale.
-	 Stay informed about market developments, national frame-

works and buyers emerging in Europe.

9. Why does it matter for Private Land Conservation? 

For decades, private landowners have maintained Europe’s 
landscapes - often at their own cost. Nature credits could fi-
nally turn that stewardship into a financially viable model.
They will not replace food or timber production, but they can 
complement them - becoming another form of “harvest”: bi-
odiversity instead of barley, pollinators instead of pulpwood.

Properly implemented, nature credits could:
-	 Reward long-term stewardship, not just new projects.
-	 Strengthen rural economies by valuing the services land 

provides.
-	 Empower private conservation, reducing dependence on 

complex subsidy schemes.
-	 Bridge private and public funding, allowing corporate in-

vestment to flow directly into European landscapes.

10. The road ahead 

Nature credits remain at an early stage. For them to deliver 
real results, policy and market frameworks must:
-	 Recognise landowners as key partners, not mere service 

providers.
-	 Provide start-up funding or blended finance to bridge early 

project costs.
-	 Ensure long-term credibility through transparent monitor-

ing.
-	 Keep benefits local, preventing biodiversity responsibility 

from being outsourced abroad.

If these conditions are met, nature credits could become one of 
the most practical tools to fund conservation on private land - 
aligning economic sustainability with ecological recovery.

Europe’s countryside has always provided food, timber, and 
game. With nature credits, it can also deliver measurable bi-
odiversity and ecosystem value. The question is no longer 
whether landowners are part of the solution—they are the 
solution. What remains is ensuring they are rewarded fairly 
for it.

For landowners, nature 
credits represent an  
opportunity to be  
financially recognised  
for the conservation work 
many already undertake. 
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