
 

 

 

 

 

 

ELO welcomes provisional agreement on New Genomic Techniques (NGTs) 

 
  

Brussels, 4 December 2025 — The European Landowners’ Organization (ELO) welcomes the 

provisional agreement reached between the Council and the European Parliament on the 

regulation of New Genomic Techniques (NGTs). This long-awaited step comes after years of 

debate and substantial scientific evidence demonstrating the safety and potential of these 

tools—well before the Commission issued its proposal in 2023. 

ELO considers this one of the few EU initiatives that directly addresses the steadily shrinking toolbox 

available to European farmers. By offering faster and more precise breeding options, NGTs have the 

capacity to deliver crop varieties that are more resilient to drought, pests and other climatic 

challenges, helping farmers adapt to a rapidly changing environment while maintaining production 

and quality. 

We particularly welcome the clear recognition within the agreement that NGT1 plants are equivalent 

to conventional varieties—an essential principle to ensure proportionate, science-based regulation 

and to allow innovation to move forward in a timely and predictable manner. 

At the same time, several elements of the agreement will require further analysis to fully understand 

their impact on breeders, farmers and the wider value chain. We therefore appreciate that the 

co-legislators have acknowledged the need for continued assessment as implementation unfolds. 

ELO Secretary General Jurgen Tack stated: “We welcome the provisional agreement on NGTs as a 

crucial step toward a more competitive, innovative and sustainable European agrifood sector. This 

balanced framework will help farmers access the tools they need to adapt to climate challenges while 

maintaining high standards of safety and environmental protection. We encourage swift formal 

adoption so Europe can fully benefit from these advances and strengthen its strategic autonomy.” 

ELO now calls on the co-legislators to proceed swiftly to formal adoption so that the benefits of NGTs 

can begin to materialise for farmers, land managers and rural communities across Europe. 
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Director -  EU’s Agri & Forestry-related policies 

Email: ana.rocha@elo.org  

 

Laura Țicoiu 

Policy Officer 

Email: laura.ticoiu@elo.org  

 

About the European Landowners’ Organization (ELO) 

The European Landowners’ Organization (ELO) is a leading voice representing the interests of landowners, rural 

entrepreneurs, and rural land managers in Europe. ELO promotes sustainable land management practices, fosters 

innovation, and advocates for the recognition of landowners' crucial role in shaping Europe's landscapes and rural 

areas.  
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