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Innovators by Nature brings together
landowners, policymakers, investors and
environmental innovators from across Europe
to explore how innovation can be effectively
applied to land management. 

Organised by the European Landowners’
Organization (ELO) and Friends of the
Countryside, the event creates a rare platform
where nature-based solutions and on-the-
ground land management expertise
converged.

At a moment when Europe faces rising
pressure on soils, water, biodiversity and rural
resilience, Innovators by Nature focuses on
practical, land-based solutions capable of
delivering measurable environmental
outcomes while supporting long-term
economic viability. 

Through concrete use cases, collaborative
models and cross-sector dialogue, the event
highlights the role of land managers as key
actors in the sustainable transition and
demonstrates how innovation and stewardship
can work together to strengthen both
ecological and economic resilience.



Agriculture and renewable energy:  intermediate crops in the EU

 Sustainable Energy

Abstract: Biofuels play a key role in the European Union’s
strategy to reduce GHG emissions and enhance energy
security by providing a renewable alternative to fossil fuels in
transport. To achieve this, the EU has revised the Renewable
Energy Directive (RED III), which sets targets for increasing
renewable energy use across sectors, including shipping and
aviation.

RED III mandates an increase in biofuel blending requirements,
with a strong emphasis on advanced biofuels derived from
waste and non-food crops. Sustainability and GHG savings
criteria are reinforced through transport-specific regulations,
such as ReFuelEU Aviation and ReFuelEU Maritime, which
require more Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF) and impose
stricter carbon reduction rules on shipping fuels.

Within this framework, catch and intermediate crops offer an
opportunity to integrate agricultural production with
renewable energy generation. Grown between primary food
harvests, these crops improve soil health while serving as
feedstock for biofuels, helping expand low-carbon energy
sources without competing with food supply.

As the European Commission finalizes RED III implementation
guidelines, a clear and flexible definition of intermediate crops
will be essential to maximizing their benefits while maintaining
agricultural competitiveness. Integrating biofuels in agricultural
systems can reduce global warming impacts and emissions,
lower biomass costs and increase carbon sequestration.
Policymakers have an opportunity to ensure a balanced
approach that supports food production and renewable energy
goals.

The EU’s vision for renewable energy in transport targets 14%
by 2030 while limiting first-generation biofuels. By prioritizing
waste-based and intermediate feedstocks, RED III supports a
circular economy and reduces dependence on fossil fuels.
While electrification will shape road transport, biofuels will
remain essential in aviation and maritime, where alternatives
are limited.
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Agricultural-PV: Unlocking Europe’s 
Dual Potential for Food and Energy

 

Lukas Hinkel
Head of ILOS Germany,
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Abstract: 
Agri-PV — the combination of agriculture and
solar energy — offers a unique opportunity to
preserve agricultural land while producing clean
power. By integrating photovoltaic systems into
productive farmland, we can enhance land
efficiency, support local farmers, and strengthen
regional energy security. 

 Sustainable Energy

Despite its enormous potential, Agri-PV remains largely unregulated across
Europe, slowing down innovation and investment. In this talk, Lukas Hinkel
discusses the opportunities and challenges of Agri-PV in Europe — from
innovative applications and market developments to the evolving policy
landscape. The presentation takes a forward-looking perspective on how
combining energy production and agriculture can contribute to Europe’s
sustainability goals while preserving valuable land resources.
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